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| circumstances of corroboration. But I never 
could suffer myself to believe that a renowned 
British officer would stimulate his troops to exer- 
tion by such anincentive. I have more than once 
conversed with General Jackson on the subject. 
He had doubts, but they resulted from the very 
| enormity of the charge, for he was possessed of 
circumstances which led him to fear that some 
' such measure was resorted to. If the charge is | 
true, vainly may we seek in Indian warfare for an | 
» act of such shocking barbarity. 

Mr. President, have we not adopted the prin- | 
ciple of revenge in our own code? What else | 
ig retaliation in war, by which the innecent man | 
js executed for the guilty one, by which, if the 
enemy commit deeds of barbarity, and you can- 
not find the person by whom it is done, you seize | 
and hang the first enemy you fall in with? We 
have donethis. We have assumed this principle, 
and necessarily, in ourown wars. He who was 
the most inflexible of all men in his principles of 
justice, General Washington, was compelled to 
carry into effect this verycode. It is well known 
that he selected Captain Argill, a British prisoner, 
to suffer in retaliation for the monstrous conduct 
of some of the British troops towards our coun- | 
trymen, and he would have executed that unfortu- 
nate officer, and with the acquiescence of Congress, 
had henot been turned from his purpose by higher 
considerations. The almost frantic mother of the 
victim, upon whom the lot to suffer had fallen, 
hastened to France, and gaining access to the | 
Queen, interested her feelings, and persuaded her | 
to solicit the interposition of Louis XVI. with | 
General Washington, to procure the release of | 
the condemned captive. The King did so; and no 
disposition was felt to refuse the request of a | 
monarch who had come to our aid in the time of | 
our trouble, and the request was granted; but the 
record remains in proof that we, too, have been 
actors in cruel deeds, though reluctantly, and re- 
gretting while committing them. 

It must be remembered, sir, that Indian chiefs | 
have merely a persuasive power, and the tribes | 
are actually ruled by the young men. 
young men, I am sorry to say, too often drive | 
their people to those deeds of blood and revenge, | 
of which we have had causeto cofiplain. I have, | 
however, found, in my own experience, that the | 
Indians are a race of people with whom, if you 
gain their confidence and treat them kindly, you 
may well and profitably reason. 

The Senator from lowa yesterday alluded to an | 
incident which puts this in a striking point of | 
view. He alluded to the conduct of the Winne- | 
bagoes in 1827. I was at Prairie du Chien at that | 
time. I heard that difficulties were impending. I | 
got into a birch canoe, ascended the Fox river, and | 
descended the Wisconsin, with a view to raise 
thecountry, and to put the frontier in a better state | 
of defense, and then to go down to St. Louis, in | 
order to have a communication with the general | 
commanding the troops of that military depart- | 





ment, so that assistance might be immediately sent | 


to the exposed districts. A short distance below 


longing to the American Fur Compary, on board 
of which were two gentlemen well known to me, 
as well as to my friend from lowa, [Mr. Jones, }— 
Mr. Crooks, a hi 
Dousman, ast think, is now living, perhaps 
at Prairie du Chien, one of the most excellent 
men I have ever been acquainted with. They 
ave me the first information of the massacre at 
rairie du Chien, to which my friend from lowa 
(Mr. Dopee] referred yesterday. They were in 
some trouble, and yet not su much as one might 
suppose; for, in fact, it is rare that the Indians 
attack their traders. They told me, that some 
distance below, perhaps sixty or eighty miles, the 
Indians were encamped on the bank of theriver, and 
hat it would not be safe for me to go down. I 
had, however, undertaken the enterprise, and no 
personal considerations could induce me to eban- 
don it. When | approached the Indian position, 
I found them encamped on a high open prairie ex- 
tending some miles into the country, | ordered my 
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|| river and await the result. 


|| assembled and began to talk with them. For- 


|| whole interview. 


Those |) 


‘| ner. 


hly honorable citizen, and Mr. | 
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| canoe to the shore, landed with my interpreter, 

and told the voyageurs to put back into the 
1 ascended the high 
| bank, and the first thing which struck me was the 
| flight of the women and children who were has- 
tening from the encampment across the prairie. 
It was a bad sign; | saw immediately that there 
| was trouble. | walked up to where the chiefs were 


tunately, I had a very excellent interpreter. He 
did not lose one word of what I said, but told it 
ail aa | said it. Mysaccess was, in some degree, 
| doubtless, owing to thatcircumstance. Whenwe 
| had talked for some time, the Indians became 


| more familiar. 
| 





I went over the whole difficulty, and explained 
the inevitable consequences of a war with the 
United States, and assured the Winnebagoes that 


} 
| 
| 
| 


persons punished. After all this, they underwent 
an evident change in their feelings, and appeared 
much better satisfied. They knew me, and knew 
that I could speak authoritatively tothem. I per- 
| ceived the effect of this circumstance during the 
After this conversation, they 
| told me they would not go on with their enter- 
prise. I lett them, and continued my journey. 


high excitement, yet they used no violence to- 
wards me, or rather none thatl saw. A foolish 


|| young man, indeed, presented his gunat me while 


my back was towards him, perhaps more to show 
his feelings than to do worse, but the chiefs im- 


|| mediately checked him. | donot believe there was 


|| any real danger, for | knew many of them per- 


| sonally, and had treated them kindly, and kind- 
| ness 1s never thrown away upon an Indian. By 
conciliatory conduct they may often be turned 
| conviction will induce me to vote for the proposi- 
| tion of my honorable friend from Illinois; which 
I consider equally wise and humane, to attach to 
the expedition, or rather to precede the troops by 
a commission holding offers of peace, and, | 


|| might almost say, begging the Indians to turn 


themselves from war. 

Mr. President, after all, the greatest injury we 
have ever done the Indians, has been in giving 
them what they call ** fire water’’—whisky. It 
| makes them incarnate devils; I cannot call them 
by any other name. 
operation upon them. 
was not affected by it in precisely the same man- 
Some white men laugh when intoxicated, 


| 


another; but every Indian goes on in the same 
way. It seems a national idiosyncracy. The 
devil in the heart of the drunkard is let loose, and 
he is ready to do any deed of horror. When 


|| they are drunk, they will kill each other; and there 
the portage, on the Wisconsin, I met a boat be- | 


would be awful scenes of murder among them if 
it were not for the fact, that at every such frantic 
| orgie, the first business of the squaws is to re- 
| move all the knives and implemeuts of war. The 
men are impartial in the gratification of their pas- 
| sions. Blood they must have;and if they cannot 





another. The son kills the father, and the brother 
'| the brother. 

The Senate may judge of the effect of thie ter- 
|| rible habit, when I relate a fact which came under 
| my own observation. At the treaty of Chicago, 
| perhaps in 182], there was an elderly Pottawata- 
|| mie chief who was at the head of his ration, 
| really a respectable man, named Top-ni-bee, high 
| in the confidence of the Indians, and approaching 

almost his hundredth year, but still in the pos- 
| session of his mental faculties, and physically well 
| preserved. 1 was urging upon them not to drink 
| whisky. I told them we might, if we chose, give 
| them whisky and thus get them drunk, and cheat 
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We sat down and smoked the || 
|| pipe of peace, and discussed the whole matter. 


there was every disposition on the part of the | 
Government to do them justice; and that, if they || 
| had been injured by ifdividuajs on the frontiers, || 
those injuries would be redressed, and the guilty | 
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| intended to do. I said we want you to keep sober, 
/and to make the best bargaia you can for your- 
selves, your women, and ‘yourchildren. ‘Top-ni- 
bee answered me, and he spoke for and before 
his whole tribe: ** We do not care for the land, 
| nor the money, nor the goods; what we want is 
| whisky; give us whisky!” 
| You may take this as a type of the Indian feel- 
ing on that subject. I say, then, that the first 
duty of every honest commissioner who is sent 
to the Indians with a view to make any just ar- 
rangement with them, is, as the Indians say, to 
drive the bung into the barrel and not let them 
have one drop of whisky. If it is brought into 
their neighborhood, | know no power which can 


After four or five hours conversation, in which | Re 


| party, and the raving appetite of the other are sure 
| to overcome all intervening obstacles. 

Mr. President, in the course of this debate, 
much speculation has been indulged asto the force 
of the Indians. My own impression is, that the 
Indian force has always been overrated. In the 
two principal battles with the Indians in the north- 
west—those of St. Clair and of Wayne—one 
| remarkable for its disaster, and the other for its 
| success, we now know that the Indian force was 
| comparatively small. The highest estimate did 
not bring the Indians against St. Clair to more 


|| than one thousand, nor those against General 


W hile with them, though, they were in astate of || at Tippecanoe. 


from an almost desperate undertaking. And this | 


It has a most extraordinary | 
I neversaw an Indian who | 


some cry, some sing, some do one thing, some | 


|| get the blood of one man, they will have that of | 


| Wayne to more than one thousand five hundred. 
My own impression is, that they did not equal 
one half the estimated number in either case. So 
I had repeated conversations with 
|| the Shawnee Prophet, when he had no motive in 
| the world to deceive me. He was there; he had 
|| the direction of the battle in fact, though he was 
|| playing the sacred part during the progress. He 
|| was standing apart, employed in his incantations 
|| to call down the favor of the Great Manitou upon 
his countrymen. My conclusion, based upon 
| information derived from himeis, that the same 
| exaggeration has prevailed with respect to that 
\| conflict, which has prevailed in so many others. 
Now, sir, it is said that there are thirty-five 
| thousand Indian warriors, or more, west of the 
Mississippi. 1 confess my incredulity upon this 
point. 1 cannot believe there is any such number; 
| but even if there are, that circumstance furnishes 
no measure for the force it is necessary to employ. 
It is idle to suppose that one half, or one quarter 
| of them, or one tenth, indeed, can, under any cir- 
| cumstances be brought to operatetogether. How 
is that to bedone? How are they tobefed? In- 
| dian warriors must eat as well as white soldiers. 
| The former have no magazines, no depots; they 
are timid and cautious with respect to their women 
and children; these must be secured and provided 
for, and how is that to be effected? The warriors 
will not go off, and leave their families to the 
| chances of want, or to the danger of enemies, and 
| wander from their own country. The most pow- 
erful motives only will induce them to goany con- 
siderable distance under such circumstances. I 
ask, then, how could an army of Indians be 
brought together, and kept together, and fed? It 
| cannot be done. With the aid of a civilized ally 
the effort to assemble them in masses might some- 
times be successful. But the day of any efficient 
| alliance between the Christian and the savage to 
| work injury to us has gone by, and forever. 
| By-the-by, Mr. President, | may remark that I 
have always had the same difficulty with respect 
to the strength of ancient armies, swelled, as it 
often has been by report, to a most prodigious 
| magnitude. According to the early historians, 
the armed hordes that were led into Greece by 
Xerxes and Darius were counted by millions, and 
the obstacles in the way of subsistence and trans- 
| portation, as necessary to be guarded against then 
/as now, have scarcely been deemed worthy of 
attention by writers. For aught that appears, the 
| Persian forces moved without difficulty through 
| regions in contact with those where the armies of 
| four great Empires are now encamped, and find 
themselves in a state of destitution which, even to 
|| the far-distant reader, causes profound regret. It 


them out of their lands; but that was not what we || is one of the greatest problems ef modern science 
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to feed a numerous army, and especially one 
which is operating in a remote country. Practi- 
cally to solve this problem in the early ages pre- 
supposes a much higher state of civilization, and 
much more power of productiveness than we 
have any reason to believe existed at that period. 
I think the spirit of exaggeration was as active 
then as it is now. I have no faith in these loose 
conjectures, for they are no better, owing their 
origin, perhaps, to fear, but taken up and repeated 
by Greek patriotism, which honored its country 
the more as ner victories were more signal. A 
remark of Dr. Johnson may help us out of our 
diMeulty. To count, said the sturdy moralist, is 
a modern practice. Formerly they guessed; and | 
wien people guess, they always magnify. — 
Again, sir, the condition of the Indians is not 
understood in some other respects. They are 
not desperate men under ordinary circumstances. 
The point of honor with them is not merely to 
kill ther enemy, but to kill him without loss. A 
chief who should return after losing many of his 
warriors, however brave his conduct, would be 
held in littl estimation, and the young men would 
never volunteer under him again for another ex- 
pediuion. ‘heir habits are opposed to combined 
operations. They act almost individually. How 
are they to resist an enemy in large masses? They | 
have no etrategetical power; they have no real obe- | 
dience; they have none of that discipline which 
teaches every man that every other man is sup- 
porting him during the progress of a fight. They 
go and come as they please. They cannot possi- 
bly stand before a strong civilized force. ‘They 
make a desperate onset, generally in the night, or 
under other favorable circumstances, as they did | 
upon Harmar and upon St. Clair, and if sugcess- 
ful, their revenge is terrible; but if met and re- 
pulsed, they are conquered. Their chiefs fight 
like common warriors; instead of overseeing and 
directing the operations, just as the chiefs of the 
Greek and Trojan Indians did upon the banks of 
the [lellespont, during the ten years that would | 
have been better spent in hunting than in attack- 
ing and defending a beleaguered town, if there was 
such a thing there. What motive was powerful | 
enough to keep the assailants there, and bow they | 
were fed, and clothed, and paid, passes the powers | 
of my understanding to comprehend. So | have 
come to the conclusion not to believe a word of 
the story. And that conclusion is rather strength- 
ened than diminished by a personal inspection of 
the country, and by the impossibility of reeoncil- 
ing its features with the operations so magnifi- 
cently recited by Homer. The Indian mound, 
as we should call it, is, indeed, in full sight, near 
the banks of the Dardanelles. It looks just like 
one of our mounds, and was probably constructed 
by people about as civilized as our primitive race. 
I allude to many of the characteristic Indian 
traits to show that there is no state of circumstances 
which can embody a very large Indian force to 
meet an American force. My opinion is, that 
five hundred men, well mounted, well armed, well 
rovided, and well led, commanded, for instance, 
i such a man as my respected and excellent 
friend from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dopce,} who has 
spent a life of gallantry and honor on the frontier, 
would march unscathed from the Mississippi river 
to the base of the Rocky mountains. The Indians 
raise almost no agricultural products. They have 
hardly as much forecast as the animals around 


| has seen it. 


THE CO 


| tity which is’ thus gathered is very insignificant, | 


and supplies them with food but for a short me. 
After ic 13 exhausted, they must return to the pre- 
carious means thrown in their way. And when 
these fail, as they du every winter in the northwest, 
they perish 


Formerly the buffalo inhabited the region as | 
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far south and east as the Ohio and the lakes. | 


Charlevoix says they were fouud in countless | 


numbers in the peninsula of Michigan, about the 
time he traveled in the country, and they have 


| been seen in the State of Ohio during my day. 
| But they have fled before the white man, uil they 


exist only in the far West, and must, ere long, 
disappear. They furnish a harvest to the Indian, 


from the south to north, and then from the north 


to the south, And | may be permitted to remark, | 


sir, that these annual migrations of animals {rom 
one region to another, impelied by some instinct- 
ive motuve, are among the most splendid displays 
of Almighty wisdom, bountiful cispensations of 
Providence to man. Even the Gosjesman, in 
southern Africa, subsists upon the migratory 
locusis, as our western Indians subsist upon the 
migratory buffalo. And the same great law of 
movement is impressed upon the fishes, who roam 
through the trackless ocean, without mark or 


|| who follows them, in their annual migrations, | 


guide, with unerring sagacity, and follow the | 


same route in they wanderings through all their 
generations. These immense streams of animal 
life furnish supplies to meet the wants of man, 


and their instincts are made to work for his ad- | 


vantage. The spectacle presented upon the plains 
by the buffalo, in the season of their travels, is 
too impressive ever to be forgotten by him who 
Itisa sight 1 have enjoyed, though 


certainly in a far inferior degree to what 1s some- | 


times exhibited further west than | have been. 
itis obvious, sir, that we always have been, 

and shall yet be, exposed to the predatory incur- 

sions of the Indians, and that our measutes should 


be adopted with a view to the nature of this kind | 
| of wariare. 
uon. 


But | have no fear of an Indian coali- 
‘Lhere have been two men in Indian history, 
who, no doubt, foresaw the necessary progress 
of things, and the extermination of their race at 
no distant day, unless the encroachment upon 
their country could be checked. ‘These remarka- 
ble men were Ponuac, who lived about a century 
ago, and ‘Tecumseh, who lived in our own day. 
Both of them acted upon the same principle. 


Each sought to ussociate his race with the power || 


which was able to do it the least injury. Pontiac, 
with this view, jomed the French against the 
British, and Tecumseh joined the Briush against 
the Americans, I[t was their plan to unite all the 
Indians into a great Confederacy, and not only to 
stop, but to roll back the tude of encroachment. 
But they failed and perished; the one lost his life 
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Those authorities have better means of 
tion, though they have communicated enoush 
| satisfy me that congressional action is oo 
_pensable. I have much confidence, also, in hk 
| gentleman at the head of the War Departmen, 
He carried to its administration eminent qualifies 
tions, high honor, great intelligence, the benes, 
of a military education, and mach military eine 
rience, acquired in peace and gallantly employe, 
in war. He had been a statesman well k 


informs, 





. 
|through the Union. He has occupied a on 
among us, and I need not say with signal distin. 


tion and usefulness. The opinion of such a man 
ought to have weight, and it has weight with m 
I do not understand that my friend from Texa: 
(Mr. Hovuston,] whom I heard with pleasun 
| yesterday, objects to the employment of force, | 
did not understand him to say there is no danse 
I think he looked on the subject practically, anj 
with the conviction that we are always somewha 
| exposed, and should be prepared for emergencie, 
vs they arise. The Senator from Texas has x. 
quired, by a long life of gallantry and usefulness 
on the frontier, the right to speak almost author). 
| tatively on this subject. My own opinion of jj, 
| claims to consideration is of little importance t 
himself or to the Senate, but [ can communica, 
the opinion of one whose words will never be Jog, 
/upon the American people. During a critica) 
| period of our affairs with the Indians west of the 
| Mississippi, General Jackson sought with anxiety 
some person in whom he had confidence, an 
whom he believed would conduct a difficult and 
delicate mission with honor and ability. He fixed 
_ upon the Senator from Texas, and he expressej 
to me the highest regard for him. In much tha 
the Senator has said I agree; but he will excuse 
me for saying he hus taken one extreme view of the 
subject and the honorable Senator from lowa the 
| other; the one contending that all the fault is with 
| the Indians, the other, perhaps, that they are not 
in fault at all. 
As to the quality of the force, I cheerfully accede 
to the proposition of the Senator from Illinois, 
Having been a volunteer myself, I entertain a 


| high regard for that description of troops. They 


| are brave, zealous, active, capable of great exer. 
|| tion, and admirably qualified for a stirring cam- 


|| paign. 


in some unworthy personal quarrel upon the | 
Illinois river, and the other tell while fighting | 


bravely at the battle of the Thames. ‘They have 
left none behind them to carry out their scheme, 


| or to emulate their conduct. 
I have no doubt, sir, there is just cause of alarm | 


them, their cvo-tenants of the forest, whom God | 


has given them for their support. Experience | 
does not teach them wisdom, nor want to be pro- 
vident, nor wretchedness to be industrious. In 
a season of abundance they never provide fora 
season of scarcity. They will not, or they cannot, | 


on our distant, exposed frontier. 
statements before us are conclusive as to that. It 
is a state of things which has been more or less 
common to us for many years. Thealarm, indeed, 
is often unfounded, and brought on by the causes 
stated by the Senator from Tennessee, |Mr. Bex.) 
It is sometimes difficult to judge what is the proper 


course to take; for, 1f the demands for force were | 
always yielded to upon every rumored difficulty, | 


| weshould requirea much larger army thanany man 


i} 


work; but they can die; and they often die under || 


circumstances of fortitude rivaling the most re- | 
nowned stoicism of antiquity. They are fre- | 
quently driven to eat their seed corn, and the | 
spring finds them without the means of planting | 
even the small patches they have partially re- || 
deemed from the forest. In the lakes of the north- | 
west, Providence has provided for them an abund-.| 
ant supply of the most nutritious food in the wild | 
rice; a highly valuable plant, which sows itself and | 
offers its harvest to the Indians. Towards av- | 
tumn, when the grain is ripe, the squaws penetrate | 
the water where it grows, and bending the heads | 
over their canoes, shake into them a small portion 

of the grain. All the residue which is not eaten | 
by the birds falis into the water. 


has ever seriously proposed. When the danger 
is ascertained to be real, the practical question is 
one which deals with the character and amount of 
the force. In this case, there seems to have been 
an entire coincidence of opinion between the Presi- 
dent, the Secretary 
on Military Affairs, both as to the reality of the 


danger and the necessity of providing additional | 


troops. I concur in much that has been said upon 
this subject by the Senator from Virginia, (Mr. 
Honrer,} and feel by no means confident but that 
the force proposed by him is adequate to the emer- 
ency. t those upon whom the responsibility 
alls think otherwise, and [ am not disposed to 
withhold from them the means they demand. If 
l err, | would prefer to err on the safe siue, by 
giving too much rather than too little, to protect 


But the quan- || ourcountrymen from the massacres by the Indians. 


of War, and the Committee | 


1 think the | 





|| favorably. 


|| at a little distance, without observation. 


But of their habits of obedience, and of 
_ their power to bear and forbear, I cannot speak ss 
I think the composition of the Army 
| better suits it for the work we want now to be 
met; and | am sure that what is to be done, will be 
done more economically and more satisfactorily 
| by the Army than by any other species of force. 
| As to the establishment of forts, it is all well 
/enough. Sut it is a plan of defense, upon an ex- 

posed frontier, which | do not rate as highly as 

others here appear to do. These forts are ur- 
| doubtedly necessary as places of deposit for mate- 
rials, and for the encouragement of the inhabit: 
ants, as well as for the residence of the officers 
and soldiers, whence they can march in whatever 
direction required. But after all, their influence 
|is rather a moral one upon the Indians. Why, 
sir, it cannot be denied, that individuals, or small 
parties, may come within sight even of our forts 
without the least danger, and may pass by them, 
They 
to the pickets for the 


| are not going to march u 


| Sake of being shot at, and I do not know what else 
|| they should do it for, when they have war in their 


| hearts, and arms in their hands. We wants 
movable, not a stationary force—one that can fol- 
low our modern Scythians with some hope of 
frightening them at least, if not of overtaking 
,them. We want moving parties, many of them 
mounted, ranging upon the frontier, and especially 
upon the — lines of communication. And 
these the Army, if sufficiently augmented, can 
— i . 

have great confidence, sir, in the American 
Army. I do not believe there is a military estab- 
lishment on the face of the globe the members 
composing which are more honorable, intelligent, 
able, and patriotic than those at this moment com- 
posing the Army of the United States. For years 
the officers had no opportunity, to acquire that 
distinction which can alone secure the public ap- 
plause. A state of peace or inglorious Indian 
conflicts offered no true theater for gallant deeds. 
Many has been the time which has witnessed un 
generous imputations against them. It has beer 
so before, sir, and will be so again. After the 
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olutionary struggle, I have heard it said that 
the officers were considered as pillars in war and 
caterpillars in peace. But in the fullness of time 
came the harvest of renown, and gloriously was 
it reaped. Our brilliant operations in Mexico shed 
equal luster upon those who carried them ou, and 
oon the country for whom they were conducted. 
The feats there performed are among our treas- 
ures of true strength, which are equally useful to 
thecharacter and power of the Republic. It was 








rev 


nocent, and, in many cases, defenseless, victims, is to make Ir to keep the emigrants clear of the 
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, war of emulation, where each sought to take | 
hold of the standard of his country, and to bear it | 
triumphantly into the midst of her enemies. And | 


thus was it borne till it reached the hostile capital, 
and was planted in itsmidst. ; 
Many profess to fear thata military force might 
be dangerous to the liberties of the Republic. I 
have no such apprehension. It is the last calam- 


ity which, in my opinion, we have to fear. I do | 


' pot believe that any military chieftain will ever 
enter this Hall, surrounded with soldiers, and 
drive the Senators out, and then lock the door and 
put the key in his pocket. I have no belief that 
any such chieftain will ever enter the other House 


of Congress, and after calling, as Cromwell did, | 


that mysterious symbol of legislation, whose 


name is the mace, but whose duties I know not, | 


a bauble, take it from its place without regard to 
its antiquity. No, sir; if that venerable relic is 
ever thrust aside, it will be done by the peaceable 
conviction that it is an idle plaything. 

| repeat, | have no fear of generals. This coun- 
try will never be conquered by its own military 
force till it is fit for nothing else but to be con- 
quered. So long as the American people are qual- 
ified for the blessings of liberty, so long they will 
enjoy them; and I repeat, the very last danger we 
have to fear, is the danger of our liberties being 
overwhelmed by an armed force composed of our 
own countrymen. I have heard it said here, that 
conquering generals would return at the head of 
their armies and take possession of this Govern- 
ment. Mr. President, it is well to read history, 
but we should read history profitably, with an ap- 
preciation of the circumstances of the world at the 


time which that history embraces. You draw | Jones of Tennesser, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Pearce, | 
false analogies from the condition of. Greece and || ‘rhomson of New Jersey, Weller, Wells, and Wright—31. 

Rome, and other countries, in the early periods of || ‘ \ righ 
the world, if you suppose everything that occurred || Brodhead, Butler, Evaus, Fessenden, Gillette, Gwin, | 
there is to occur here. Fundamental changes have || 
taken place. The light of information has spread; || 


the people have a knowledge of their rights anda 
just estimate of their own power. And we have 
the diffusion of education and the means of in- 


formation through the press, which carries know]- | 


edge to all parts of the world. And aboveall, we 
have the Christian religion to guide us in the path 
of duty here, and to offer us happiness hereafter. 


And let me observe, sir, that in looking to the | 


conduct and condition of the Indians, let us recol- 


lect that we might feel and act just as they do, if we | 
had not the blessed Gospel of Jesus to enlighten || 


our understanding and to soften our hearts. 
| want no unnecessary increase of our military 


force. Not because I fear it, but because I do not | 


desire to see extended any of the institutions of 
the country. There is a constant pressure of cir- 


cumstances to do so, which requires the jealous | 
effort of Congress to counteract—embracing, not | 


the military organization alone, but reaching all 
the divisions of our power. 


Ithas occurred to me, and I will merely suggest it | 


to my honorable friend, the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, that it might be better 
to provide that the force should be disbanded at 
the end of five years, unless then renewed by 
Congress. That has been done before. 


| resulted—yeas 33, nays 20; as follows: 

1] YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, 
| 

| 

| 





I think |) 


such a provision would render the augmentation | 


more acceptable, and more likely to be authorized 
by Congress. 

1 content myself, however, with making the 
suggestion, without taking the matter out of the 
hands of the chairman. I shall vote for his prop- 
osition for four regiments, whether the period is 
limited or not. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, let me refer to 
&® short extract from the late annual report of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 1 must say thatI agree 
with every word I am about to read. 
the subject in a wise, just, liberal, and Christian 


point of view, The suggestions are creditable to | 


the head and heart of that able officer: 


“ Perhaps the only course that can be pursued to reclaim 
these tribes, and prevent their depredations upon their in- 


It presents | 


| the military arm of this Government. 
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depredations 


| liberal appropriations for their colonization and civiliza- 
| tion. Colonization was, many years ago, partially tested 
in California, and the recent trial, it is hoped, will prove 
| successful. There is every reason to believe the plana 
| good one, if those intrusted with its execution have the | 
| proper aptitude and qualifications. Few possess the qual- 
| ities necessary to the useful discharge of the duties of an 
Indian agent, and fewer still the properties required to carry 
- ee and successfully such asystem. If this last 
ope fails, their extinction appears to be inevitable. Such | i i fi i 
should not be the destiny of this unfortunate race, if it can | bat Lde not think: Ghat, in Che Gem in which the 


be averted by the power of this Government. Some are Senate have now agreed to it, it will meet with 
impressed with the idea that the only successful way of the approbation of the other House. . 
ee om = preserving the relations that should exist Mr. BROWN. Itis with extreme diffidence, 
etween them and the Government, is to chastise and pun- ic 
tb chow Whenbeer Wey ent: Wen;'ie tay Sedment, iad Mr. yee that I — opens —" 
treatment, in most cases, will subserve a far better and Opinion in reference to a matter a e this. t has 
more useful purpose, and eventually lead to more desirable | already passed under the supervision of gentlemen 
esate. The whites who mingle with, or live contiguous | who are qualified, by education and by practice, 
to them, are not always blameless. Often to their mischiev- | : : . See Se f 
ous eonduct may be traced the most brutal and distressing | f Can Seana reference to it; and it is — 
depredations of these children of the forest. Kindness has |, for the purpose of expressing my concurrence in 
Operated wonderfully on some tribes, and why should it || the opinions of others, than to express any con- 
net succeed with others ? Colonization might be attempted || victions of my own, that I have taken the floor at 
in the Territories of New Mexico, Utah, Oregon, Wash- | this time 
ington, and the country immediately east of the Rocky | I . . ‘ ° bh 
mountains. The object should be two-fold. to domesticate || know, very well, sir, that if we fail to act here, 
and isolate them as much as practicable from the white || and act efficiently, we assume a very high respon- 
| Settlements. The arts of civi'ized life should be intro- || sibility. Last year the President, and the Secre- 
duced, and, if possible, a settled form of government estab- : : 
lished among them. To effect this, large appropriations | tary of War, gave us fair warning that the mili- 
would be requisite ; but how could money be expended | ‘@TY establishment of the country was too small, 
more charitably or appropriately, than in this great cause toofeeble, to protect our frontiers. After a session 
of humanity ? of nine months, we adjourned without having done 
Itis much better to pay for those objects than | anything towards its increase. This year we are 
| to pay for fighting the Indians. told in the official papers from the President, and 
the head of the War Department, in terms too dis- 


| heretofore committed. 

I am anxious, Mr. President, to put this bill in 
such a shape that it will meet with the approval 
of the other House of Congress. The collisions 
| of committees of conference are very apt, some- 

times, to destroy the most efficient measures. [| 
do not object to the increase of the military force, 


Mr. HOUSTON. I havea word of explanation | 
to say to the distinguished Senator from Michigan. | tinct to be mistaken, that, in consequence of our 
[ said I was in favor of raising as many troops as || neglect to follow out their recommendation, valu- 
| the commissioners, properly selected, might deem | ale lives have bern sacrificed upon the frontier, 
necessary for effecting the treaties, and that they | emigrants to California and to the Territories 
should go accompanied with the necessary pres- || have been murdered in cold blood; our /ittle mili- 
| ents for pacificating the Indians. I suggested from | tary force at Fort Laramie was utterly destroyed; 

three hundred to five hundred troops as the ex- || other disasters have overtaken us, and our arms 
treme number. have been disgraced and literally rendered con- 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on temptible in the eyes of the Indians. I do not 

| 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. Smietps’s amendment to Mr. Hunrter’s, || pretend that I state the case precisely as it is stated 
by the Executive; but this is the conclusion which 
|| must impress itself upon your minds if you study 
Cass. Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Doug- || the documents. Now, sir, we have been asked 
las, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, James, Jones of lowa, || todo what? Simply to increase the military estab- 
lishment to the amount proposed by my friend 
| from Illinois, in the amendment which has just 
been agreed to? No, sir; we have been asked to 
increase the permanent military establishment of 
|| the country; and we have been asked, in addition 
cao | to that, by the President and the Secretary of War 
| So it was agreed to. together, to raise three thousand volunteers to 
Mr.GWIN. I intended to makesome remarks || meet the present exigencies. The question arises, 
| 
j 


Pettit, Reid, Shields, Siidell, Thompson of Kentucky, | 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Brainerd, Bright, | 


Houston, Hunter, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, 
Swart, Sumner, Toucey, and Wade—20. 


| before the question was taken, to give the reasons || do we mean to do that? I understand now, sir, 
why I should vote for the proposition of the Sen- || that the volunteer proposition has been withdrawn 
ator from Virginia. I believe it gives as large a || by the Committee on Military A ffairs—withdrawn 
force as we can get on this bill. I donot want) because it seemed to receive no favor at the hands 
to have any collision between the two Houses || of the Senate. 

on the amendment, because it is so important that || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to correct 
we should raise a force immediately, and make || the Senator. The amendment offered by the Com- 
provision upon this bill for raising it. Therewas || mitteeon Military Affairs has not been withdrawn, 
another reason why I was in favor of that amend- || and it cannot be withdrawn except by the action 
ment, and the force raised by it. I am perfectly || of the committee. We have had no meeting upon 
confident we can have no permanent peace with the | it. It is the question which is now pending before 
Indians on the great route to California without the || the Senate. 

establishment of military posts; and I intend,so|| Mr. BROWN. Will my friend from Tennes- 
soon as the territorial bills come up, which make || see tell me, then, where the proposition to bring 
provision for military roads in the Territories of |, into the service three thousand volunteers is? 

the United States, to ask for a largeincrease upon || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will tell my friend 
the appropriation, in order to accomplish this || the condition of things just as we stand before 
object. I am confident that until we have military || the Senatenow. The Committee on Military Af- 
roads and military posts, we can have no perma- || fairs, through their chairman, reported an amend- 
nent peace with the Indians, no matter how large | ment to raise three thousand volunteers. The 
a force we may bring into the field. I am confi- || Senator from Virginia offered his amendment in 
/dent that if we can get that kind of legislation || lieu of thatamendment. The Senator from Lilinois 
this session—if we will raise the force provided || proposed to amend the amendment of the Senator 
for by the amendment of the Senator from Vir- || from Virginia. That amendment of the Senator 
ginia, and also get a large appropriation for mili- | from Illinois has been adopted, and the question 
tary roads across the Territories of the United || before the Senate now is as between the amend- 
States, and the Executive exercises the power | ment of the Senator from Virginia as amended, 
conferred upon that branch of the Government | and the original proposition of the committee to 
to establish military posts, in a very short time |, raise three thousand volunteers. : 

we thall get clear of all difficulties with the[ndian| Mr. BROWN. 1 do not so understand it. 
tribes. I know that the time has arrived when |) Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Tat is the con- 
we must have safe conveyance across the conii- || dition of things. 

nent to the Pacific, and we can only have it by Mr. BROWN. The printed amendment of the 
Instead of || Senator from Virginia, which is now before me, 
| raising forces to fight the Indians, I think we had || and which has just been amended by the amend- 
better establish posts throughout the Indian coun-| ment of the Senator from Illinois, is headed: 
try, to teach them that whenever depredations are || ‘‘ Amendment proposed by Mr. Eluster to the 
committed upon our citizens by them they will be || bill (H. R. 562) making appropriations for the 
punished. In a very short time, we shall have | support of the Army for the year ending 30th June, 








|, such settlements near those posts, and at the in- |, 1856, by adding the following.” 


‘| termediate points between this and Californiaas\; Mr. 


UNTER. I understood that the amend. 
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ment which proposed to raise the volunteers was || 


withdrawn. 
tute for that. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understood 
the Senator from Illinois to withdraw the second 
gection of the amendment which he offered. Is the 
Chair correct it that? , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is all. 

The PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read 
what was withdrawn. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

fxc. —. And be it further enacted, That any number 


I originally offered mine as a substi- 


of friendly Indians, not exceeding in all five hundred, who | 
may offer their services as mounted rangers, scouts, guides, © 
hunters, may be accepted by the President, and shall | 


be organized into companies of not less than eighty men, 
including such chiefs, sub-chiefs, and officers, as they may 
select, not to exceed, however, three chiefs or officers to 


each command ; the whole to be under the immediate || 
cemmand of such officer as the President may direct; to | 


nerve, as well asthe volunteers, for eighteen months after 
they stall have arrived at the place of rendezvous, unless 
sooner discharged by the President: Provided, however, 


That in the event the commanding general shall find it | 
necessary or expedient to divide the Indian force herein | 


provided for into companies, or squadrons for detached ser- 
vice, he may place such companies or squadrons under the 


piable wo verve on horse or foot, as the President may direct. 


The PRESIDENT. That ia the section which 


was withdrawn, and the residue of the amend- | 


ment is yet before the Senate. 
Mr. RUSK. What has become of the amend- 
ment to raise three thousand volunteers? Is that 
ending before the Senate? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RUSK. Then the Senate has voted out 
of order. If that is before the Senate, the motion 
of the Senator from Virginia was an amendment 


to it. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vir- 
ginia, as the Chair understood, offered his asa 
substitute to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. RUSK. That was an amendment to the 
amendment of the committee, and then here comes 
in a third amendment, which is certainly out of 
order, 

Mr. SHIELDS. My understanding is this: 
The committee reported two propositions, one for 
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I think, under such circumstances, that very | 
'| great deference is due to his views upon this | 
subject. If we fail, in a mere spirit of obstinacy, | 
| or from any other cause, to vote the number of 

men which, we are told by the Presiderit and head 
| of the War Department, is necessary to protect 
our frontier, how shall we answer to the country | 
in case of disaster? When the Indian shall light | 
up his camp fires, draw his scalping-knife and 
tomahawk, and commence a war of universal 
murder upon our frontiers; when the wail of | 
women and children shall come up to the Senate, 
appealing to us, what answer shall we ‘make? | 
That, because we were careful of trusting the 
Department to which the responsibility properly | 
| belongs, we refused to vote the necessary force to | 
| defend them. Sir, I shall, by my vote here, take | 
no such responsibility. When the ghosts of 
| murdered women and children stalk into this 
Chamber, I mean to have it in my power to say: | 

‘Thou canst notsay, I did it: never shake 
Thy gory locks at me.”’ 

|| If others are willing to take the responsibility of 





of our murdered people be upon their skirts. But | 
| we are told that if we send a volunteer force, a | 
|| war will be almost inevitable. Sir, | do not know 
|| whether that is true or not. I do not profess to 
|| be a military man. I do not know which is the 
|| more efficient force. I do not know which could 


|| the President of the United States informed us, in 
|| a message which he sent to usa few days ago, 
'| that a volunteer force is the one which he wants. 
_I do know that the Secretary of War has called 
| upon us for three thousand volunteers, and that 
|| he has stated to us that it is the only force which 
\| can be called into the field in time to meet the 
|| approaching emergency. He has told us that 
|| these Indians are combining. He has stated the 
|| effective Indian force, if my recollection serves me | 
| correctly, to be forty thousand men, and that | 
| hostilities, in all probability, will commence early | 
|| in the spring. What are you doing? Are you 
|| voting him the force which he says is absolutely 
|| necessary for the protection of your frontiers? No, | 
sir; you are withholding that force, and saying to 


|| denying the means of defense, then let the blood || 
immediate command of such officers as he may select: | 
Aind provided further, That the said volunteers shall be | 


the appointment of commissioners, the other for 
raising three thousand volunteers. I withdrew || 
the proposition for the raising of commissioners. 
The Senator from Virginia then offered his sub- || 
stitute for the three thousand volunteers, and I pro- | 
soe to amend the substitute. My amendment | 
as been agreed to, and that becomes a substitute | 
for the amendment raising three thousand volun- | 


teers. 

Mr. HUNTER. That cannot possibly be in 
order. If the amendment of the committee was 
pending, mine was an amendment to it in the 
nature of a substitute, and no further amendment | 
could be offered to it. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Illinois | 
stated, if the Chair is correct, that he withdrew, | 
temporarily, his amendment to enable the Senate || 
to act on the amendment of the Senator from Vir- || 
ginia, The amendment that has just been voted | 
upon is the amendment to the amendment offered | 
by the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, Mr. President, I am to 
understand that the amendment to raise three | 
thousand volunteers is to be reintroduced by the | 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs. || 

Mr. SHIELDS. I want to see what action the || 
Senate will take upon these four regiments before || 
I attempt it. | 

Mr. BROWN. It is not material about these | 
technicalities for the purpose I had in view. 
I wish, however, to understand them. What I 
want to do is to follow out, as nearly as I can, the 
recommendation of the President and theSecretary || 
of War upon this matter. A good deal has been | 
said here about registering the edicts of the Presi- 
dent and of the Executive officers. I think, sir, 

considering how long I have been here, I have 
given about as many evidences that I am indis- 
1 to register mere edicts as any other Senator. 

at here is an instance in which we are bound to 
presume that the Secretary of War understands 
our relations with the Indian tribes better than we | 
can possibly understand them. Why? Because | 
it is the business of his ent to understand | 
them. Hehasto post the Army, and soto govern | 
it as that it shall be most efficient in the Rothaea ot {' 
our frontier. ee I 


iT 








| providing for the emergency which he tells you | 


| of frontier. The work is more than they can per- | 


him: ‘If you send out the volunteers, tien we 
shall inevitably have war.”’ Thus, you are not | 


is at your door. 

I have not read the extracts from the message, 
and other be iy bearing upon this point; but I 
have stated their contents correctly. e are offi- | 
cially notified that the regular Army, though it | 


| were entirely full, would not answer the present || 
| purpose; whereas, the Secretary of War tells us | 


in his annual communication, it now numbers | 


| only about eleven thousand men, including officers || 
Ifit were entirely full it would only || 


and soldiers. 
be a little over fourteen thoysand, according to his 
calculation, and about elevén thousand effective 





force is all that you really have at any time. He | 
tells you in plain and distinct terms that this force | 


is insufficient to protect your eight thousand miles | 


form; and he asks for a permanent defense of the 
frontier, a permanent increase in the military force | 
of the country. 


Fe tells youin plain terms, and the President has | 


indorsed that statement—that the volunteer force || 


is ea necessary to meet the present emer- 
gencies. ow, let meask the Senate again, if you 
refuse to vote this force, and if, in the early spring, 
the Indians shall fall upon your frontier and mur- 
der your women and children, pillage your towns, 
and devastate, and lay waste the whole frontier, 
how shal! you answer to your constituents for the 


manner in which you refused to carry out the rec- || 


ommendations of the Executive Government, and 
the following out of which recommendation we are 
told is absolutely necessary to keep peace there ? 
Mr. President, I think well of the propositicn 
to send out a commissioner. I think well of it, 
because it strikes my judgment as being right, 
and because it is backed by the experience of the 


i| 





mover of the proposition, and the venerable sen- 
ator from Michigan, whose familiarity with Indian 
affairs is greater than, I trust in God, mine will 
ever be. I would send such a commission. I 
would send with it a sufficient military force to 
protect it in its negotiations. I would, at thesame 
time, authorize the President of the United States 
to prepare immediately a military force, or a vol- 
* 
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| 

_unteer force, to meet the emergency if it should 

| arise. I am not, in my conscience, and accordino 
to my honest convictions, permitted to receive 

mere declarations of opinions, coming from Sen. 

_ ators here,in opposition to the expressed opinion 
of the Executive Government, and upon a ques. 
tion of this kind. Iam bound to presume that th 
Secretary of War understands his duties better 

_ than any one else can understand them. This | gs 


| without any sort of disparagement to the intel. 


_ gence and military learning of any gentleman here 
or elsewhere. If it be the business of one man to 
study one subject; if he lend to it the whole ene. 
| gies of his mind, am I saying too much when I 
| declare that, if 1 had to follow the lead of an 
_ one, I would rather follow the lead of such a man 
| than one of equal intelligence, whose attention js 
| divided among a hundred different subjects ? 
Considering that the proposition for raising the 
three thousand volunteers had been withdrawn, | 
had prepared an amendment, and meant to move 
| it as an addition to that of the Senator from ||. 
| nois, which has just been agreed to. 
| Mr. SHIELDS. I beg leave to state to the hon. 
orable Senator that the amendment which I haye 
| the honor to offer, is not yet adopted. 
| Mr. BROWN. It is not adopted; but it has 
| taken the place of the amendment of the Senator 
|| from Virginia. 
Mr. SHIELDS. The question now, if I un. 


be best controlled in the field; but I do know that || derstand it, will be upon the amendment of the 


| Senator from Virginia, as amended. 

Mr. BROWN. Exactly. 

Mr. SHIELDS. When that question is put, 
| and the Senate acts upon it, then can come in the 
amendment of the Senator. 

Mr. BROWN. So I understand it; and under. 
stariding that the vote on the adoption of the Sen- 
ator’s amendment must be taken first, I simpl 
give notice that when that is done I shall offer the 
following: 

And be it further enacted, That to meet any sudden 
emergency growing out of our relations with the Indian 
tribes, the President is authorized to accept the services of 
any number, not exceeding three thousand, volumeers, to 
be organized into companies, squadrons, and battalions, 
and to serve for a period of eighteen months, unless sooner 
| discharged. The said volunteers to be armed and equipped, 

and to serve the Government on horse or on foot, as the 
Secretary of War, with the concurrence of the President, 
may direct. 

And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers shall 
| receive the same pay and emoluments, in all respects, as 
| were paid to the same class of volunteers in the service of 
the United States in the war with Mexico. 


I do not offer it now, but I give notice that, if the 
/amendment offered by the Senator from lliinois, 
which has already taken the place of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Virginia, be adopted, | 
will move that as an amendment to it, and shall 
ask for the yeas and nays on it. 

Mr. BADGER. If Congress had paid a rea- 
sonable attention to the recommendations of the 
| Executive branch of the Government, we should 
now have been relieved from the necessity of 
investigating the question in relation to the em- 
ployment of volunteers. Sir, in every annual 
message of Mr. Fillmore while he was President, 
he urged upon Congress, in the strongest manner, 
the absolute necessity of adding a small force to 
the military establishment of the country—two 
mounted regiments, I think. To these supplica- 
tions Congress regularly turned a deaf ear. It was 
| supposed that that might pwd be accounted 

for by the fact that Mr. Fillmore was a Whig 
President, and the Congress was a Democratic 
Congress, and that, therefore, recommendations 
coming from such an Executive source were 
received not with a desire to comply with them, 
but with disfavor and disapprobation; but Con- 
gress has vindicated itself from any suspicion that 
it was influenced by that consideration, for it 
extended to the recommendation of the President 
of the United States, at the last session, an entire 
| disregard, with an equal impartiality of indiffer- 
ence and unconcern. The consequence of this is, 
that the Government being without the possession 
of any regular force to meet the emergencies of 
the country, is now thrown upon the necessity of 
asking from Congress, and asking now by a pro- 
vision in an appropriation bill, for the raising of 
| some military force to enable it to discharge the 
duties which properly devolve upon the Executive 
of the country. If it were possible, sir, that we 
could learn anything by experience, these circum- 
stances ought to teach us a lesson for the future. 
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a ere we are, in this position; and the ques- | 
oe is to be done? Sir, I voted for the 
mendment proposed by my friend from Illinois. 
| voted for it, because | thought it was right. I 
do not exactly understand the system of argument 
»y which gentlemen, who have opposed that 
iendment, have undertaken to defeatus. They 
have told us, in advance, that the House of Rep- 
resentatives will not agree to it; that it will fail in 
that House; and that we must, in advance, shape 
our course 80 as to meet the eupposed, or conjec- | 
wred, opinions of that House. Now, sir, ! do 
not adopt any such rule to regulate my conduct | 
pere. The Senate is an independent and coequal | 
branch of the legislative power, with precisely the | 


| 


| 
| 


same right to propose such amendments, or to 
ass bills with such a purpose as the other branch 
of Congress; and, therefore, are we to beentirely 
turned from the proper course which our own | 
judgment may direct, by telling us that we shall | 
be placed in the unhappy condition of being met 
by a difference of opinion in the House of Repre- 
sentatives? Well, sir, that is a great calamity; it | 
isa thing to be avoided, if practicable. But I do | 


not think it is to be avoided by a surrender of our || 


own judgment to the supposed opinions of that 
House. It is time enough for us to consider what | 
course we shall adopt when we find a collision 
between the two Elouses which is to be reconciled | 
by acommittee of conference. But to announce, 
beforehand, that we are trembling in the course we 
take, for fear we may be met by the disapproval of 
the other House, is, it seems to me, to communi- | 
cate to that Hlouse, in advance, that it is expected, 
or that it is wished, that they should not agree 
with the Senate; that they should refuse what we 
think it right to propose for the benefit of the 
country, and to intimate to them that, if they will 
refuse, the Senate stands ready to yield at once to 
the superior wisdom which enlightens and directs 
their course. Sir, 1, for one, understand no such 
system of legislative conduct. I voted for the 
measure which has been adopted upon my own 
judgment, enlightened by such information as I 
have been able to procure from the proper Execu- 
tive officers of the Government, and from the 
opinions of gentlemen of large experience and 
known wisdom, who occupy seats upon this floor. 

This amendment proposes to make—what? An 
addition of four regiments to the military estab- 
lishment of the United States. What is that 
military establishment? A military establishment 
of some eleven thousand troops—to guard what? 
A frontier of eight thousand miles in extent. To 
do what besides? To occupy military posts, to 
which you cannot assign from this force a ser- 
geant’s guard. And yet, gentlemen have seemed | 
to suppose that this is a large, immense, and un- 
called for addition to be made to the military 
power of the country. Sir,I do not think so; if 
the gentlemen at the head of the Executive Gov- 
erament thought that the interests of the country 
required it, | would be perfectly willing to vote to 
double the amount of this military force. It is 
vain to talk of regulating the affairs of such a vast 
empire as ours with a few hundred or a few thou- 
sand men. It is idle to tremble at the notion of 
any danger to be met with in a country of twenty- 
five millions of men, from a military force of ten, 
fifteen, or twenty thousand men. What could 
they do? If they were to be directed, for one 
moment, against the supremacy of the civil power 
of this country, if it were attempted to use them 
against the liberties and independence of our 
people, though they were directed by the military 
genius and unscrupulous ambition of a Napoleon, 
they would be annihilated in an hour. 

But there are other considerations that press 
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|| my heart responded to every word that he spoke. 
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upon me. Sir, if we will have a nation embrac- 
ing half a continent; if we will have internal and 
external frontiers to defend; if we will stretch from 
ocean to ocean, and from sea to sea, we must 
necessarily multiply our military means to meet 
the emergency which we have thus voluntarily 
assumed. Therefore, Mr. President, I voted for 
the four regiments, because I believed it was right 
‘odo so. I would have voted for five; | would 
have voted for six, if they had been asked, because, 
in my soul, I cannot conceive how, in any point 
of view, it would be an extravagant addition to 
the Army, when I consider the necessities of the 
country, the various points which we have to) 
defend, and the many internal enemies against | 
which we have to be forever on our guard. | 
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But, Mr. President, I differ from my friend 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Brown,] in regard to the 
character of the troops, for reasons that have been 
assigned here by gentlemen far better acquainted 
with the subject than | am. I am utterly opposed | 
to calling into service any large body of volun- 
teers. believe, with the Senators who have 


spoken against it, that, if the maintenance of || 


peace with the Indians be the object for which 
you add to your military establishment, that ob- 


unteers into the service. I believe what has been | 
said here by gentlemen of experience, whose 
words carry weight, that there are no troops bet- 
ter for fighting purposes than volunteers; but of all 
troops they are the worst, when the object is, by 
a preventive police, to keep peace upon a disturbed 
frontier; and though | would yield to the Execu- 





tive Government of the country every reasonable || 


and prompt compliance—though I would give very 
great weight to the opinions and judgment of 
that Government upon questions talling within 
its direction—I will not surrender the exercise of | 
my own personal judgment, enlightened by such 
considerations as are able to reach me from wise | 
and experienced sources as to the character of the | 
orce that ought to be provided. 


When my friend from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,] || 


the other day, spoke in such decided, yea, and | 
moving terms against the horrors of bringing | 
the Indians into our service, for the purpose either 


of protection or of carrying on war against the || 


savages who might be opposed to them and to us, 


To do so would be to take a step backwards from 
the advance we have made. It would be to roll 
back the whole of our progress. It would be to | 
instruct those people in war, instead of teaching 
them to live at peace; for if, on any occasion, we 
solicit them to take up arms for any purpose—to 





maiptain our cause or to oppose our enemies—in | 


what situation shall we stand afterwards when we 


live at peace among themselves. The whole influ- 
ence and power of the Government has been di- 
rected to induce, or, when necessary, to compel, the 
Indian tribes to be at peace among themselves. If | 
we employed such a force, in our own way, the 
argument would be irresistible against all we could 
say. ‘‘If,’’ the savage man might answer, ‘ it is 
right that we should be embodied to fight your 
battles, what extremity of folly it is to say that we 
have nota right to embody ourselves to fight our 
own battles.’”’ And, sir,as 1 think that would be 
the most wretched, inhuman, detestable policy 
which could be adopted, so I think that the em- 
ployment of a force of volunteers would be unwise 


iI 


endeavor to enforce upon them what has been the ] 
whole policy of the United States, that they should 


ye 
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| voted for the Proposition for the four regi 

| I shall continue to vote for it, and Lae on 
| trouble myself, in advance, to ascertain whether 
| the House of Representatives, either of their own 
| motion, or invited or induced by what has fallen 
| from Senators here, shall think proper to with- 
| hold their concurrence. 

| Mr. BROWN. By the last vote taken, Mr. 








| President, the Senate struck out the amendment 


|| offered by the Senator from Virginia, and substi- 
|| ject will be immediately frustrated by calling vol- | 


tuted in its place the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Illinois, so that the pending proposi- 
tion, as I understand it, is upon the adoption of the 


| amendment—that now being the proposition of 


\" 


friend from Illinois. 

he PRESIDENT. It is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia, as 
amended by a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. And that was the proposition 
presented by the Senator from Illinois. At this 
stage of the proceeding I understand it is compe- 
tent for me to offer my amendment, the one of 
which I gave notice, as an amendment to that 


prapeneet 
he PRESIDENT. The first question will be 
on ggreeing to the amendment of the Senator from 
Virginia, as amended by the Senate. 
Mr. BROWN. But before that vote is taken, 

| I can move a further amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. It cannot be amended by 
| striking out any portion of it. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not want to strike any- 


|| thing out of it. 


Mr. HUNTER. It can be amended by adding 
to it. 
| The PRESIDENT. You must first perfect the 


| amendment. 
Mr. BROWN. Then it will be competent for 


|| me to move an amendment to it by way of addi- 


| tion. 
The PRESIDENT. After the vote has been 
| taken on agreeing to it, it will be. 
Mr. BROWN. Thatis what I wanted to know. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the amendment as amended. 
The question was taken, and it was agreed to. 
Mr. ‘BROWN. Now, I desire to offer my 





|} amendment. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 
permit the amendment for the three commissioners 
to be acted upon first? 

Mr. BROWN. It does not make much differ- 
ence which vote is takennow. I have no objection 
to that being done. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then,!I ask fora vote on the 
amendment which I have offered in regard te the 
three commissioners. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is thata rate section? 


| 





and mischievous, unless in a case of emergency, 
where it was impossible that we could secure the 
objects of the Government without it. Therefore, 
sir, | am against the employment of volunteers, 
and, therefore, | was wholly and entirely against 
enlisting “~ Indian allies in this war, if war ‘here 
must be. But, sir, in regard to the amount and 
character of the force, I will go as far as any man 
in this or the other Chamber, to put in possession 
of the President full and ample power, first, to 
maintain peace, to secure the emigrant and the 
traveler from aggression, to preventa conflict with 
these unfortunate and misguided Indians; and sec- 
ondly, if these ends cannot be accomplished, to 

ut down, with a prompt and effectual hand, any 

ostilities which these people may be incited or 
disposed to bring against us. 


The PRESIDENT. [t was the first part of the 
| amendment originally offered by the Senator from 
Illinois, recommended by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, but subsequently withdrawn. He 


now re-offers it. 
Mr. BROWN. Will that interfere with the 
offering of the amendment of which | gave notice? 
The PRESIDENT. It will not. 
Mr. ATCHISON. I desire to hear the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Illinois read. 
The PRESIDENT. The Secretary reporte 
that it ie not on the table. Some Senator has 


taken it away. 

Mr. BROWN. Then, while the Secretary is 

looking for it, | will pro my amendment. 
Mr. SHIELDS. It is a part of the original 


amendment. 





I have another reason which I will mention to Mr. ATCHISON. I will waive the reading of 
my friend from Illinois. The general bill of his || the amendment. I think I understand it, and I 
which has been reported for the purpose of addirig || have no objection to it, provided it is so modified 
regiments to the Army, it has been said, is to be || as toconfine the appointment of the commissioners 
taken up and passed. Sir, I prefer raising those | so as to take them from the Indian department. 
additional regiments by incorporating into this | The President of the United States can appoint 
appropriation bill a provision such as he has If epartmert, 


‘now. He can use any officer in his dep 
offered, and such as the Senate has agreed to; from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the 
for the bill of my friend, who is at the head of 


| Secretary of the Interior, down to the humblest 
the Committee on Military Affaire,contains many || agent of the department. Now it is proposed, if 
matters besides an addition to the Army; an 


|I recollect the amendment more Re appoint 
alteration of the military arrangements of the nl 


| three commissioners, without confining them to 
country, and an alteration of the system hereto- || the Indian department, and to Py them at the 
e 


fore existing with regard to the staff and other | rate of eight dollars a “7 and mileage of 

corps, in which alterations and arrangements | || members of Congress, Mr. President, this thing 

am not able to agree; to which I am opposed; and, | has been tried and failed. — The Committee on 

therefore, I shall not be able, in the shape in which Indian Affairs, a few years since, came to the con- 

it is presented, to give my support to that bill. clusion that this power to appoint commissioners 

For all these reasons, Mr. President, 1 have || was abused—alused under all Administrations. 
” 
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‘ ‘ tics | is, the combinations among the [ndianz,] and, in all proba- 

It furnished jobs to broken down oliticians, bility, would have preserved the lives ¥ many volushio 

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. Bert) will | citizens from Indian massacre. This measure, however, 

recollect well, that many years ago, a gentleman — has not been acted on, and at this advanced period, should 

of the name of Schermerhorn, another of the we _ noe pi nding in nf be —- will - 

ound too tate to organize a reguiar enliste oree, an 

name of Ellsworth, and another of the — - place it in position os season to prevent the anticipated 

eae ae ee || attack, or to suppress it until after much mischief shall ; 
the Indian tribes from [‘lorida to the head waters || 


have been done.’’ 
of the Missouri river; and every treaty they made || | read that to show to the Senate that the Secre- | 
was an utter failure; and I doubt whether the 


tary of War does not look to these two regiments | 
expense which they brought upon the Treasury | of infantry and two of cavalry to meet the emer- | 
has ceased yet. hen, sir, that Committee on | gency which he has called upon us to provide 
Indian Affairs introduced a bill. That bill became || against, for he tells you in plain language that if | 
alaw. It is now the law of the land, and con- || you authorize that increase ‘* now,”’ that is, on the | 
fines the President of the United States in his | }5:h of January, 1855, it will be too late to meet | 
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appointments for Indian commissioners to the 
Indian service, and the Indian department. 

There is a propriety in confining it to the In- 
dian department. The Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, it is presumed, understands all our rela- 
tions with all the tribes within the limits of the 
United States; and the Indian agents acting under | 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, it is also pre- 
sumed, understand our relations with the different 
Indian tribes, far better than the most talented 
commissioner could who should be appointed, 
with no experience in Indian affairs. e | 

Then, Mr. President, if the Senator from IIli- | 
nois will accept the modification which I suggest, | 
confining the president of the United States, in the || 
appointment of the commissioners, to the Indian || 
department—he may select the Secretary of the || 
Interior, or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or | 
any of the superintendents or Indian agents—I || 
will vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. Is there any need of that? || 
Does not the law already authorize the President | 
to do it? 

Mr. ATCIHSON. The law already confines | 
the President, in his appointment, to the Indian 
department. 

r. BADGER. Then we do not want the | 
modification. | 

Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, we do, because this 
provides that the President of the United States | 
may go outside of the department. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will withdraw the amend- | 


ment. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Very well; then 1 have 
nothing more to say. [Question.]} 

The PRESIDENT. There is no amendment 
now pending before the Senate. The Senator | 
from Illinois has withdrawn the one which he | 
just offered. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I propose the following | 
amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That to meet any sudden emer- 
gency, growing out of our relations with the Indian tribes, | 
the President is authorized to accept the services of any | 
number not exceeding three thousand volunteers, to be or- | 
ganized into companies, squadrons, and battalions, and to 
serve for a period of eighteen months, unless sooner dis- 
charged ; the said volunteers to be armed and equipped, | 
and to serve on horse or on foot, as the Secretary of War, | 
with the concurrence of the President, may direct. 

And be it further enacted, That the said volunteers shall || 
receive the same pay and emoluments in all respects as || 
were paid to the same class of volunteers in the service of | 
the United States, in the war with Mexico. | 


lam not going to make a speech, because I know 
the Senate is tired of thatsort of work; but { want 
to show, before the vote is taken upon the amend- | 
ment, by reading a very few extracts from the 
President's message, and the communication of 
the Secretary of War, how near the amendment 
approaches to their recommendation. The Sec- 





| the emergency which he anticipates. Then what | 


|| from the quarter pointed out by the law to give us 


| the blood “of murdered women and children is | 


further does he say? Mark the strong language 
which he uses: 
** Theonly course now left to the Department, in anticipa- 
tion of the proposed increase, is the employment of a vol- | 
unteer force to coOperate with such of the regular troops as | 
can be collected for the present emergency, and itis accord- | 
ingly recommended that authority be asked of Congress to 
call into service three thousand mounted volunteers, to be 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| organized into companies, squadrons, and battalions, and \| 
| to serve for a period of eighteen months, unless sooner dis- | 


charged.’’ 
The amendment which I| propose is to carry out | 
that recommendation; and is in the very words of | 


it, with the single exception that I do not confine || 


it to mounted men, but allow the President and 
Secretary to call out three thousand volunteers, or 
so many as may be necessary to meet the emer- 

ency, either as mounted men or as foot men. | 
fie may call out such portions of them as tne | 
emergency may seem to require. What does the | 
President tell us ¢ 


| 


‘¢ [ transmit herewith a letter of the Secretary of War || 


upon the subject of Indian hostilities. The employment of | 
volunteer troops, as suggested by the Secretary, seems to | 
afford the only practicable means of providing for the pres- 
ent emergency.’”’ 

Now, sir, is the recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, and of the Secretary of War, to weigh nota 
feather upon our judgments in this matter? Are we 
totally to disregard the advice of those whose busi- | 
ness it is to watch narrowly our relations with the 
Indian tribes, and tell us of approaching emergen- 
cies? If we intend to be governed by advice coming | 


advice, then the Senate, I insist upon it, is bound 
to adopt the amendment which I have proposed, 
because in no other way can we meet the emer- 
gency which has called forth the special message 
rom the Executive, and the recommendation from 
the War Department. You are told, in plain lan- | 
guage, that if you vote two regiments of infantry, 
and two regiments of cavalry, you will not have 
provided for the emergency. The only way,says 
the Secretary, the only way, adds the President, 
to meet the emergency, is to give us volunteers. 
As I stated before, I do not want to feel, nor do I 
want any one to charge upon me, that, by virtue | 
of my having failed to discharge my whole duty, 


on my skirts. The President and the Secretary 
have told us that this is the only means—mark | 
the language—the only means of providing for the | 
emergency; yet we propose to legislate in total | 
disregard of their recommendations; and Senators 
rise in their places and tell us they are not bound 
to register the edicts of the Executive. No, sir; 
they are not; nor am I. I would scorn to register 
any man’s edicts, whether he were King, Em- 
eror, Potentate, or President. But 1 stand up 





retary of War, in his letter dated January 15, | 
1855, says: 


** Should the proposed increase-—[that is the permanent | 
increase }—of the Army be authorized during the present 
eession, it is hoped that the two additional regiments of cav- 
airy may be o:ganized, mounted, and put in position to | 
relieve the volunteers sometime during the summer or fail: | 
and the two regiments of infantry recruited aud organized | 
for service in the department of the Pacific, and on our 
Se frontier, where troops are greatly 
needed. 


If I understand, the amendment which we 
have adopted, on the motion of the Senator from 
lilinois, meets that portion of the recommenda- 
tion. It will raise the two regiments of cavalry and 
two regiments of infantry. 
are we told further? After being admonished that 
we have been called upon time and again to pro- || 
vide for this emergency, the Secretary says: 

“‘ Had the increase of the Army, which was urged in my | 
report of December, 1853, been, at an early period, author- 


ized, the force at the disposal of the Department would | 
have been sufficient to prevent these combinations, [that | 








far so good. What | a 


ere to-day to say that the President of the United | 
States and the Secretary of War must have in- 
formation on this subject which we cannot have; 
and I think, with all due deference to the superior 
judgment and greater cultivation of other genile- 
men on this subject, it is rather a flippant way of 


disposing of so important a recommendation, to || 


say that we will not register the edicts of the Ex- 
ecutive. As I remarked before, sir, and if there 


is anything of which I feel proud as an American || 


Senator, it is that, 1 have shown, on all proper 
occasions, that I do not register edicts. I dare to 
think and act for myself; and if | do so, | shall 
certainly blame no other Senator for it; but I ap- 
| to them if it is possible they can have the 
information on this subject which must be in the 

ossession of the President and the Secretary of 





ar—especially in the possession of the Secretary | 
of War, whose sole business, almost, itis, I repeat 
again, officially to look into our relations with the 


| Indians? 


No other war is apprehended. The whole mil- 
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| itary force is upon the frontier; and doubtless the 
| Secretary keeps a close eye on the proceedings of 


| the Indians, and of all others in that direction. 


| and when he tells us, on his responsibility as 8». 
retary, and when the President of the nation ep. 
| dorses his declaration, that there is imminen, 
danger of outrages upon the frontier, and thy 
the only means of providing against them—ye, 
sir, the only means of providing against them—j, 
the volunteer force, shall we refuse to vote j;) 
| Why? hy, sir, upon the hypothesis, upon the 
| bare supposition, that a volunteer force sent thers 
| will be more likely to bring on a war than any. 
| thing which can occur. Sir, adopt the amend. 
/ ment, and the President will not send his volyp. 
| teer force there to bring on a war; if he does, he 
| will violate the law which will give the voluntee, 
| force. The amendment says that, to provide fo, 
/any sudden emergency which may arise out of 
our relations with the Indian tribes, the Presiden: 
| be authorized to accept the services of the volun. 
teers. I take it for granted, then, that there mut 
be, under the language of that amendment, a pre. 
existing emergency ; hostilities must actually haye 
commenced before he will be authorized tocall ou 
the force. He will not be authorized by it to cali 
them out in anticipation of outrages. 
But suppose that war shall commence; suppose 
that the forty thousand Indians west of the Mis. 


| sissippi—and that is the number stated by the 


Secretary of War to be there—shall, in any con. 

siderable numbers, combine to wage war upon 

our frontier during the long vacation of Congress, 
_which is almost commencing, how is it to be 
| checked by the slow process of recruiting, by the 
| slow process of getting men into your Army for 
| the period of five years? Why, sir, what 
/amount of butchery, what amount of murder, 
| what amount of rapine, may not be committed 
| upon that frontier before you can put a military 
| force there to protect it? 

My venerable friend from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] says it is utterly impossible to combine 
| thirty thousand warriors; they could not subsist, 
| they would néed the means of support. So they 
| would if they were all in one army, but that is 
not the mode of Indian fighting, if 1 understand 
it. They go out in small bands and attack a 
| single settlement, lay it waste, and then retreat. 
| { have no expectation that they are going to meet 
you in large numbers, in bodies of ten, fifteen, and 
| twenty thousand, if they go to war with you at 
all; but in little bands, penetrating every point on 
the frontier. 

But, as I remarked, I did not get up to make a 
| speech on the subject, but simply to call? attention 





|| to the fact that the amendment is as much neces- 


| sary to carry out the recommendation of the 
| Executive as was the amendment offered by the 
| Senator from Illinois. 
| Mr. WELLER. I desire to suggest a verbal 
alteration in the amendment of my friend from 
| Mississippi, which, I think, ought to be made. 
|The amendment reads, ‘‘to meet any sudden 
| emergency, growing out of our relations with the 
Indian tribes, the President is authorized,’ &c. | 
| Suggest to the Senator to. add, ‘* should he deem 
| it necessary.’” 
| Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to that. | 
| took it for granted that that was understood. 
Mr. WELLER. Then [I ask for another mod- 
ification in the portion of the amendment where 
it reads, *‘ the said volunteers to be armed and 
equipped to serve on horse or on foot, as the Sec- 
| retary of War, with the concurrence of the Presi- 
| dent, may direct.”” I ask the Senator to strike 
| out ** concurrence,” and insert ** approbation.” 
| Mr. BROWN. I have no objection to that. | 
so understood it. I did not suppose that he was 
to give orders on so important a matter as that 
| without the concurrence of the President. 
| Mr. WELLER. Anyone would suppose they 
| were equal by that language. 
| Mr. BROWN. I have no: objection to the 
modification. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I differ with my friend from 
Mississippi with great regret, and [ must say, 
| before I give my vote upon this subject, that I 
| have the highest respect for the distinguished gen- 
| tleman who occupies the position of Becretary of 
War. I have reflected upon his recommenda- 
tions, and | am disposed to comply with them, if 





| I can; but the result of the examination which 
' have been able to bestow upon it is, that the best 
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roposition which we can adopt, under the exist- | back. The regular troops of the United States, | 
ircumstances, is the very one which has been || under the command of wise and experienced offi- 


nec i i 
nroposed by the Senator from Illinois, and agreed 
the Senate. 


to b . ; 
President, we have an Army in no degree 


Mr. 


sdapted to the necessities of the public service. | 


THE CONG 





We have eleven thousand men in the military ser- | 


vice of aGovernment which has some twenty-five 


or thirty millions of people, and an extent of ter- 


ritory wo be protected equal to that which Rome | 


had in her palmiest days; and now, sir, upon this 
occasion, and upon every other occasion where 
Congress has been called upon to add to the mil- 
itary force of the country, it has sought to evade 
sotianll defense under the pretext that the volun- 
teers would serve. 


e great duty of increasing this right arm of the | The Florida war cost some $40,000,000. Let us 


Sir, | undertake to say, that if you adopt the | 
system of volunteers now, you will adopt it in | 


every exigency hereefier, and we never shall in- | 


crease the Army of the United States to such a 


force as is suitable to the wants of the people, and | 


adapted to the dignity and character of this Gov- 
ernment. When you had some ten millions of 


people, you had a standing army of six thousand | 


men. You have now from twenty-five to thirty 
millions of people, and but eleven thousand of an 
Army scattered over a surface, I had almost said, 


double that which you had when you had the six | 


thousand. 


My honorable friend from Mississippi presses | 
upon us, at this time, the fact that the Secretary | 


of War and the President have admonished us 
than an emergency has arisen requiring the volun- 
teers. Weare told, if I understand the document 


which has been read by the honorable Senator, | 


that volunteers alone will do for this occasion. 
Now, sir, if there be any such pressing exigency, 
as my honorable friend from Mississippi seems 
to indicate there is, why does not the President 
or the Secretary of War detail troops from other 
parts of the United States, and send them upon 
the frontier to guard the people there? What is 
the use of. the eleven thousand men? If they are 
apprised of some great outrage about to occur 


upon our frontiers, of which we know nothing | 


here, it is the duty of the President, as command- 
er-in-chief of the Arm 


posts where they can act with effect in defense 
of our infant settlements on the frontier. 

Mr. PEARCE. 
Senator that the sixth regiment has been diverted 
from Oregon, which was its destination, for that 
purpose. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Well, sir, if there is a ne- 
cessity for it; if there is such an, exigency as this; 
ifthere is such an emergency as we are told ex- 
ists, why not send troops from every quarter of 
the United States, and let the whole eleven thou- 


of the United States, to || 
send the troops out—the eleven thousand—from | 
any point where they are not wanted, to those | 


I will state to the honorable | 


sand go there? They are not wanted for any 


emergency anywhere else. 

Mr. RUSK. All have been sent that can be 
spared, and more cannot be taken, except from 
places where they are absolutely needed. 


Mr. CLAYTON. Well, sir, I cannot well see | 


how it can be possible that troops enough cannot 
be detailed for that point, under the existing state 
of things; but if they cannot be, what is to be 


done? Shall we now, as we always have done | 
heretofore, refuse to increase the Army of the | 


United States, and resort to the system of volun- 
teers again? Shall the day never come when the 
Congress of the United States will increase the 
Army to suit the exigencies and the necessity of 
the country? I say, sir, that I should not have 
hesitated at all, conscious that there has been a 


| 


great defect in our legislation, to have voted for a | 
much greater force than is proposed; but if that is | 


all that can be done now, I shall be glad to give 
my vote in faver of this increase of the Army of 
the United States. 


Mr. President, I think it was well remarked by | 


& gentleman in the course of this debate, that vol- | 


unteers, although there may be occasions when it 
IS Necessary to resort to that species of force, are 
2 dangerous force, judging from all our past expe- 


rience, when they are employed in a war with the | 


Indians. The same gentleman said, in the course 
of this discussion, and I think it will be proved 
now, as it has been heretofore, that, if the volun- 
teers are sent there they will believe they go fora 
fight, and a fight they will have before they come 
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cers, men educated to the trade of war, and know- 


be kept, will prove a much superior, and cautious, 
and conservative police, and preserve the peace 
much better than the volunteers. [ do not doubt 


frontier for a volunteer force. 
quainted with the feeling of our country. When 
danger approaches, it is almost irrepressible. 
Then, some always look to the end which inevita- 
bly attends the breaking out of one of those Indian 
wars, with their enormous expenditures of money. 


have another on the frontiers, and there are men 
now living who would rejoice more to have an 
opportunity of participating in the plunder that 
must necessarily come from such a war, than to 
have a chance to put their hands into the richest 
mines that California or Australia can produce. 

Sir, all that is necessary for the defense of the 
country [am anxious to do; and | again repeat, 
in closing, that I shall rejoice if the Senate will now 
avail itself of the opportunity to increase perma- 
nently the Army of the United States. 

Mr. RUSK. The recommendation of the Pres- 
ident was sufficient for our friends on the other 
side to disregard the amendment of the Senator 
from Virginia. He was charged with being un- 
faithful to the Administration, because he offered 


‘| ommendation for four regimerts of regulars. That 


sufficient. Here is the recommendation, the urgent 
recommendation of the Secretary of War, with 
most substantial reasons for it. Hesays thatthe 
Indians are embodying and threatening the fron- 
tier settlements; and hie tells you that it is impos- 
sible, and every man knows itto be so, to recruit 


| to have mentioned this fact. The companies could 
not be properly filled up until next fall. All this 
time the people of the frontier will be in danger. 
We are told that the emergency is pressing—that 
the danger is to be apprehended in the spring; 
and the Indians will commit their depredations, 
because there is no force there to prevent them. 


tary stations, and they cannot be removed to the 
| scene of danger. Weare, then, asked for volun- 


can be on the ground in the spring. This is the 
only kind of force that can be used immediately 
|| to stop the depredations of the Indians, and to 
prevent the war. The others cannot be used for 
six or eight months. These are sufficient reasons 
for the raising of the volunteers. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from 
Mississippi is perfectly consistent in the course 
he pursues, for he voted for the four regiments, 
and now he is willing to vote for the volunteers in 
addition; but the course of the Senator from Texas 
is utterly incomprehensible to me. Yesterday he 
said that two regiments and five hundred volun- 
teers would beamply sufilicient, in his opinion; and 
he looked upon the proposition for four regiments 
as an unnecessary expenditure. Now, sir, he 
seems to have changed his policy, and he insists 
that even four regiments are not sufficient. Per- 
haps he can reconcile that; I cannot. 

Mr. RUSK. I stated that four regiments would 
be more thon enough next fall, but the emergency 
is upon us, and we cannot raiseand prepare them 
by the time when they will be needed for this 
| emergency. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Could the regiments proposed 





than these four? 

Mr. RUSK. 
ment of the Senator from Virginia, he would have 
seen that it provides for five hundred rangers 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Executive could raise 
the four regiments proposed by my amendment 
as well as the two proposed by the Senator from 
Virginia. Then the only force that could be 
| raised for the emergency, under the amendment 


| of the Senator from Virginia, would be five hun- 


| dred volunteers. 1 was alarmed at that proposi- 





| sand, I never would consent to send out five hun- 


ing their duty to keep the peace if it possibly can | 


that there is much desire on some portions of the | 
I am well ac- | 


an amendment which did not come up to the rec- | 


the regular regiments and get them there in time | 
to meet the emergency. It is almost unnecessary | 


There is scarcely a corporal’s guard at our mili- | 


teers, because they can be raised immediately, and | 


by the Senator from Virginia be raised any sooner | 


If the Senator has read the amend- | 


| tion, because, while disposed to risk three thou- | 


| was then sufficient; but now it seems that it is not || 


' . 
pressing emergency. 


| recruits as the 





send five hundred rangers to guard the frontier, 
and to meet the emergency, would be a half 
measure, and a half measure is always worse than 
no measure. 

The call of the Executive, I admit, was for three 
thousand volunteers, to supply what they termed 
an immediate emergency, and to take the place of 
that force which is contemplated to be raised by 
this bill. At that time, the Exerutive had no idea 
that we would append this to an appropriation 
bill, and get it through immediately, as we con- 
template ai this time. 

There is another consideration. If the Execu- 
tive appoints, as | trust he will, the right kind of 
officers, men who are acquainted with the condi- 
tion of the country at this time, they can raise 
this force nearly as rapidly as they could raise the 
volunteers; but, independently of that, | have en- 
tered into an investigation with the Secretary of 
War on the subject, and he can accomplish his 
object without the volunteers if we give him the 
four regiments. As was stated by the honorable 
Senator from Maryland, he has sent the sixth 
regiment, which was intended for Oregon, to oper- 
ate immediately in the district of country where 
the danger is apprehended, and wiil wait until he 
can send recruits to Oregon, where he can have 
them as well prepared as if they were prepared 
here. It is his intention, if the bill passes, to send 
recruits there, and let them be formed in that 
locality. 

Again, there are between one thousand and two 
thousand men in what is called the eastern de- 
partment of the United States, doing nothing but 
preserving our fortresses, our ammunition, and 
our magazines. These he can send off immedi- 
ately, because he can supply their places with 
recruits the moment they are enlisted, so that he 
can make provision, if we give him the addition 
of four regiments, to be raised instantaneously, or 
as rapidly as possible, so to regulate the military 
force of the country as to meet any immediate, 
That is his opinion, and in 
that opinion | heartily coincide; because, under 
this arrangement, I can see that he can senda 
thousand men from the eastern department. They 
are attending to our fortresses, ond our magazines, 
it is true; but there is no danger there, and they 
can be abandoned, and left to the management of 
are raised. 

When the first proposition came forward for 
three thousand volunteers, does not every Senator 
bear me witness that there was an indisposition to 
raise volunteers, and that we had to choose be- 
tween volunteers or regulars? | was not for vol- 


| unteers, unless we could get regulars to follow and 


take their places. As stated by the honorable 
Senator from California, what they want are mtl- 
itary posts more than anything else upon those 
lines. I have already stated that my opinion is 
that the Secretary of War, the moment he gets 
assurance of these four regiments, will so arrange 
the forces now in the west and in the east as to 
meet any emergency that may come upon us. 
Mr. RUSK. Then he need not call out the 
three thoucand volunteers if he does not find it 
necessary. 
Mr. BROWN. There is no sort of inconsist- 
ency between the amendment proposed by myself, 


/and which is now under consideration, and that 
|which has been adopted on the motion of my 


friend from Illinois. His amendment provides for 


| four regiments asa part of the permanent militar 


establishment of the country. That we have al- 
ready agreed to. What weask for now are three 
thousand volunteers, to be employed, if the emer- 
gency shall require it, between now and the period 
when the four regiments shall be called into service. 
The three thousand volunteers are not to be any 
part of the regular Army. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorab'e Senator 
permit me to ask him, in all seriousness, if he has 
the least idea that we can carry through four regi- 
ments and three thousand volunteers? 

Mr. BROWN. 1 do not know why weshould 
not. That is what the Government asks for. 
That is what we are assured is necessary for the 
defense of the country; and, judging from the 
experience of the past, I am to conciude that what- 
ever the Government says is necessary lor passing 
events, the Congress will vote. When majorities 
of the two Houses of Congress have been opposed 


dred, who would merely create an excitement, and || to the existing Administration, they have not hea- 
provoke a war, but not be able to fight it out. To |! itated to vote the supplies necessary for the defense 
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of the country; and shall I be told that now, with 


an overwhelming majority in favor of the Admin-- 


istration in both branches of Congress, we shall 
refuse to vote those supplies? I think my friend 
from Iilinois has not looked into this thing with 
that astuteness which he usually employs in the 
investigation of questions. 5 
Every argument, every suggestion, which ap- 
proaches my mind, tends to the conviction that 
Congress will, if the Administration stands up 
and insists that it is right we should do so, vote 
atl that is asked. Four regiments as a part of 
the permanent establishment are asked for, and it 
is eminently proper, in view of the eight thousand 
miles of exposed frontier. You are told in plain 
English that your present establishment, even if 


full, which it 1s not, would be insufficient for the | 
defense of the frontier; and an additional force | 


My | 


is asked. How much? Four regiments. 
friend from Illinois proposed the four, and the 
Senate agreed to it. But, then, in addition to that, 
you are told that we want volunteers to meet an 
anticipated immediate emergency. The Govern- 
ment is evidently looking to an outbreak early in 
the spring. It says it has not a sufficient per- 
manent force, and it cannot avail itself of the 
proposed increase of four regiments in time to 
meet theanticipated emergency. The amendment 
does not require the President to call out three 
thousand volentewss. 

upon him to do it. It simply authorizes him to 
do it, if it shall be necessary, and, of course, to 
disband them as soon as they cease to be useful. 
What does he ask? 

“ Should the proposed increase of the Army”— 
says the Secretary of War—and, mark you, his 
communication is indorsed by the President— 

‘be authorized during the present session, it is hoped that 
the two additional regiments of cavalry may be organized, 
mounted, and put in position’ — 

to do what, sir? 

on relieve the volunteers some time during the summer or 

H.?? 

There you are plainly told that the two regi- 
ments of cavalry, previded for by the amendment 
of the Senator from Illinois, are to relieve the vol- 
unteers who are to becalled out on a sudden emer- 
gency. Very properly the Secretary of War has 
concluded that he cannot avail himself of these 
regular troops in time to meet the emergency 
which he anticipates in the spring; and he asks for 
volunteers to supply the service until he can get 
the regular force into it. He tells you, in plain 
English, that as soon as he can organize the regi- 
ments, which you are now proposing to raise, he 
will send them to take the place of the volunteers; 
and my amendment proposes to authorize him to 
dismiss those volunteers whenever he chooses to 
do it. Hecannot take them for a longer period 


than eighteen months; and he may discharge them | 


when he pleases. 

Now, sir, if I can get the attention of my friend 
from Delaware (Mr. Cayton] a moment—he, in 
common with other gentlemen, seems to anticipate 
that if you send volunteers into the country, you 
must necessarily have war. I do not anticipate 
that the volunteers are to be sent there until you 
do have war. There must bean actual, subsisting 
state of war, before the emergency arises which 
authorizes the calling out of the troops; but I re- 
peat—for I take this to be a matter of vast import- 
ance to the country, one which the Senate ought 
well to consider—if the Secretary is right in his 
anticipation that the Indians are going to com- 
mence hostilities very early in the spring, and 


meet the emergency? 


until the fall. Suppose war breaks out in the 
mn Py what? Are the Indians to go un- 
checked through the whole summer, until you can 
organize the regular regiments which are to con- 
stitute a part of the military establishment of the 
country? That is what the volunteers are asked 
for. If no emergency arises, the President will 
not call them out, 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have already said that the 
Secretary of War stated that he could not organize 
and discipline the regiments until the fall; but 1 
have also stated the mode by which he could ac- 
complish the object without them, by taking the 


It imposes no obligation | 


give what my amendment proposed, 
| willing to give three thousand volunteers, and 
|, Shall not vote for them; neither am I willing to 
| vote four regiments of regulars. 


| done with this subject. 


| were by the whites. 


| @ war. 
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supplying their places with recruits, and disciplin- 
ing those recruits at the same time. But, Mr. 


President, I will state to the honorable Senator, | 


does he not know that if we go on debating the 
proposition, we shall neither get volunteers nor 
regulars this session ? 

Mr. BROWN. Very well; if it is the sense of 
the Senate to take a vote, | have not another word 
to say. I ask for-the yeas and nays upon my 
amendment without debating it a single ,inch 
further. 

The yens and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the rule by which we are 
to be guided is the Executive recommendation, 
and the recommendation of the Secretary of War, 
undoubtedly the Senator from Mississippi is right, 
because he called for both regulars and volunteers; 
and I understood the Senator from Illinois, when 
he introduced his proposition for volunteers, to 
say, that it was essential, because the regulars 
could not be raised in time. Surely, that is the 
purport of the letter of the Secretary of War; and 
not only that, but I understand the Secretary of 
War to say that the emergency could not be met 


now by regulars alone, but that a certain volun- | 


teer force was necessary; and it was for that 
reason that I agreed to incorporate five hundred 
volunteers in the amendment which I proposed. 
Ifit could have been met as well by regulars as by 
volunteers, | preferred the regular force, and | 
should not have proposed to raise volunteers; but 
I distinctly understood that, in order to meet the 


| emergency, in the mean time, there was a neces- 


sity for a certain volunteer force. 1 was willing to 
I was not 


Mr. HOUSTON. I had hoped, sir, that I was 
The honorable Senator 
from Miasissippi [Mr. Brown] alluded to a re- 
mark that escaped from me in the course of the 
debate about recording the edicts of the Executive 


here. 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 


It was insisted, that because 


ward for three successive sessions and not adopted 
by Congress, it ought to be agreed to at this time. 
He alleged, as an arrangement in support of the 


position of the Secretary of War, that it would | 
have prevented the destruction and massacre of | 


some of our troops. Now, sir, I deny that. If 
we had all the troops in the United States, the 
improper conduct of the military would have ren- 


dered them obnoxious to the same disaster that || 


befell these others; so that numbers would not 
have averted that; and no massacre has taken 
place within that time from any omission to in- 
crease the regular or volunteer forces of the coun- 
try. If aggressions have been committed, they 


making war. We are are asked, what we are to 
do? These troops must be there in the event of 


uateers, they will be sure to be called out. There 
must be adisplay made. When thestep is taken, 


| it indicates a disposition of strong military force. 
| Whatever may be the necessity under any other 
| state of facts, it is not very clear in this. 
that the only way of meeting them is to call out || 
volunteers, shall you not put that sort of force at | 
his disposition which he asks for, in order to | 
My friend from Texas tells || 
you that 7 cannot organize these regiments | 
a 


there for the purpose of an interview to make 


peace, that they have presents for the Indians, and | 


that they will require them to make certain con- 


cessions, such as the surrender of the violators of | 


law and friendly intercourse; and, my word for it, 
you will need notroops there. The one hundredth 


|| part of what it would take to sustain the war, or 
| military display, that is contemplated, will make 


peace with all the Indians, and give security to our 


will only produce a general war. 


There has been no disposition on the part of the || 


Indians, until provoked, to commit aggressions on 
the whites, or to retaliate. Al] their acts have 


| been acts of retaliation, not aggression, unless | 
you say that killing an animal is a declaration of | 


That remark was drawn from me by one | 
| which was made by the honorable chairman of 
I did remark | 
_that we are here for other purposes, and that I 
should exercise the liberty of judging for myself, | 
and of deliberating upon the Lest information that | 
| was furnished me. 
| the increase of the Army was recommended by 
the Secretary of War, and had been brought for- | 


The killing of a cow is not | 


If there is authority to call out the vol- | 


Let | 
three commissioners be sent forthwith, with the 
intelligence preceding them that they are going | 


| and said, ‘* Make peace, and we will surrender the 
offenders.” If commissioners are sent, you wil 
have no war; but if volunteers, or a military force 
are sent, they must distinguish themselves. 
bloodless campaign for Americans on the frontie, 
and without wreaking vengeance on the Indians. 
isa thing unheard of. Then, sir, send the com, 

| missioners with only the force necessary to pro. 
tect them, and they will make peace, and it will 

be kept. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Under other circum. 
stances | should have no objection to the amend. 
/ ment of the honorable Senator from Mississipp; 
but should vote, with great pleasure, for it; byt 
|I shall do as I stated I would in the remarks 


| which I have had the honor to make on this syb. 


ject. The amendment providing for four regj. 
ments has been adopted by the Senate. As that 
is probably all we can accomplish, I shall vote 
against the amendment of the Senator from Mis. 
sissippi. I desire to secure all we can. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I will ask my friend from 
Alabama a guestion. 

Several Senators. ‘*Oh no; letus takea vote!” 

Mr. BROWN. No, I will ask the question of 
_my friend from Alabama: Does he mean, by that, 
to imply that there is a want of patriotism in the 
| other House of Congress, and that, if a thing is 
| necessary for the national defense, it will not b: 
| voted ? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. By nomeans. I would 
not cast such an imputation upon either branch of 
Congress; but I believe the deliberate judgment 


| of a majority of Congress is not disposed to go 


| farther than the four regiments. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Brown’s amendment, resulted—ayes 13, noes 
35, as follows: ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, Dawson, 
| Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Geyer, Jones cf 
| lowa, Jones of ‘l'ennessce, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, and 
| Weller—13. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brai- 
nerd, Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Houston, 
Hunter, James, Jolinson, Mason, Pearce, Pettit, Reid, 
| Rockwell, Seward, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner,Thom- 
son of New Jersey, Toucey, Wade, and Wright—35. 

So it was rejected. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to carry into effect the provisions, which 
| has been agreed to: 

Sec. —. ~ind be it further enacted, That, to enable the 
President of the United States to carry into effect the pro- 
visions of so much of this act as relates to the employment 
of an additional military torce, such sum of money as may 
be necessary, be, and the same hereby is, appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. That is an unlimited appro- 
priation. He may spend millions under it; he 
may pay the troops a hnndred dollars a month 
each man. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I shall be very glad to vote 
_ for the necessary appropriation; but | cannot vote 
for an unlimited amount. ‘here must be some 


‘| limit. 


| Mr.SHIELDS. Of course there must be some 
| money appropriated to carry out this enactment. 
The sum proposed for raising three thousand 
volunteers was $5,000,000. No such sum will be 
| necessary to carry this out; and, besides, the law 
determines the amount which is necessary in this 
case, although I have not had time to calculate it. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I trust to the Senator to 
modify his amendment, so as to say that the 
| appropriation shall not exceed one or two millions. 
There must be some limit. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will say, ‘‘ not exceeding 
$1 000,000.”’ If Senators will agree to this, I will 
so modify it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator propose 
| to put four regiments into the field at one million 
of dollars? 

Mr. SHIELDS. For the present year. 

Mr. CASS. I should like to hear the amend- 
ment read. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


. e || Sec. — Beit further enacted, That, to enable the Pres- 
frontiers, whereas the force that is contemplated | t 


ident of the United States to carry into effect the provision 
of so much of this act as relates to the employment of an 
additional military force, such sum of money, not exceed- 
ing dollars, as may be necessary, be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury rot 


I will insert $1,000,000. _ 
I move to fill the blank with 








|| otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 
Mr. WELLER, 


troops already disciplined for an emergency, and '! war, when the chiefs have subsequently come in, |, $3,000,000. 
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r. PEARCE. The estimate of the Depait- | nected with the Indians. If the amendment 


ment, which I read the other day, showed that | which I have proposed should be adopted, it will 


2.186 000 would be sufficient for the organization 
and maintenance of this force for one year. If 
that amount be put in the amendment, it will meet 
exactly the estimate of the Department. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will ask the Senator from 
Maryland how many men are proposed to be ina 
regiment under that estimate? 

‘Mr. PEARCE. They wereto be in companies 
of sixty-four. Between seven and eight hundred 
jn a reviment, 

The PRESIDENT. Two sums are named 
with which to fill the blank; the question will first 
be put on the largest amount, $3,000,000. 

On a division, there were—ayes 22, noes 22. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair votes in the 


ne 


galive. | 
Mr. WELLER. I move to fill the blank by | 
making the sum $2,500,000. \| 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 move to fill the blank with || 
¢2,168,000, which is the estimate of the Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. WELLER. That estimate is based upon | 
the assumption that each company will consist of || 
sixty-four men; but thatis the minimum. If itis || 
found necessary to make full companies, as a | 
matter of course it will be necessary to spend | 
more money. I take it for granted, however, | 
that the money is not to be expended unless the || 
public service demands it. Therefore, to bring it || 
within limits, | propose to insert $2,500,000. |] 

Mr. WeELLER’s motion was agreed to; and the 
amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. SHIELDS. [I now renew the amendment | 
in regard to the appointment of the three commis- || 
sioners, and shall not say a word about it. It is 
as follows: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the President 
ishereby authorized to appoint three suitable persons as 
commissioners to proceed to the Indian country to enter || 
into negotiations, and to conclude treaties of amity, with 
such Indian tribes as may be disposed to preserve friendly 
relations with the United States, and to extend to such 
tribes the most positive assurances of protection and se- 
curity, 80 long as they strictly adhere to their treaty obliga- 
tions. Such commissioners shall report to the President, 
and to such military commanders as he shall direct, the 
names of the several tribes who may thus be entitled to pro- 
tection and security; and also such tribes as continue 
refractory, refuse to enter into amicable negotiations, and 
who persistin maintaining an attitude of hostility to the | 
United States. And said com:nissioncers shall be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury, nut otherwise appropriated, | | 
the same perdiem allowance and mileage allowed to mem- | 


bers of Congress during the time of service of said commis- 
sion. 


i] 
i 
| 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BADGER called for the yeas and nays; | 
and they were ordered. 
Mr. ATCHISON. I am willing to vote for || 
that amendment if this proviso be added to it: 


Provided, That such commissioners shall be appointed | 
from the Indian department. 


1} 
Mr. BADGER. That is according to existing | 
laws. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. This proposition, I believe, 
was passed upon by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, upon the assumption that the Senate 
would agree to give the President three thousand | 
volunteers. It was with a great deal of reluctance 
that the committee finally agreed to give the vol- || 
unteer force to the President. 

Some of us entertained the opinion that it was | 
not the best sort of force to quell the disturberces || 
which have recently arisen upon the frontier; but || 
if we were to give the three thousand volunteers, || 
we insisted upon it that there should be commis- || 
sioners to go along with them, or in advance of || 
them, in order to satisfy the Indians that our only || 
object was peace; that first we should offer them | 
the olive branch; that that should be tendered || 
through the commissioners, and then, if we could 
not obtain peace, by quiet means, we would re- || 
sort to force; so that, as I have said, we originally || 
agreed to the appointment of the commissioners | 
upon the presumption that we were to have the || 
three thousand volunteers, and the Senate having | 
already decided that it will not give the volunteers, | 
I shall certainly vote against the amendment. | 

Mr. ATCHISON. I withdraw the amendment | 
which I proposed, and I do it for this reason: 
Under the existing laws the President of the Uni- 
ted States now has the right to appoint one or | 
more commissioners from the Indian department | 
for any purpose of negotiation or otherwise, con- || 


| will be voted down. 
Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from | 


|| commissioners. 


| men well 
| however, 


| speech on the subject. 


give the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or Indian | 
agents, the appointment for this duty. As pro- | 


posed by the Senator from Illinois, it will give 


for traveling, perhaps, ten or twenty thousand 


| miles, and there is no telling where their travels 


would end at that rate. 


California [Mr. Weer] has stated correctly the 
reason for recommending the appointment of three 


necessary to authorize the President to select three 


done not exist now. 
amendment, because | felt it to be my duty to do 
so; but as I find there is objection to it, I ask leave 
to withdraw it. 


The PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays hav- | 


ing been ordered on that amendment, it cannot be 
withdrawn except by the unanimous consent of the 
Senate. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I now propose an amendment, 
which I feel it to be my duty to propose, as it is 


recommended by the Department, and the measure | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| the pay of a member of Congress, which is eight | 
dollars a day, and mileage at forty cents a mile, | 


I trust the proposition | 


It was supposed that it would be | 


ualified for this duty; that necessity, | 
I presented the | 


has been agreed to by the Committee on Military | 


Affairs. 
and for a retired list. I do not wish to make a 
I present the amendment 
in accordance with what I deem to be my duty, 
and ask for a vote upon it. 

og PRESIDENT. The amendment will be 
read. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator has stated the con- 
tents of the amendment; that it is to increase the 


| pay of the officers of the Army, and make pro- 
|| vision for a.retired list. It is unnecessary to read 
|| it, for we all understand it. 
|| ThePRESIDENT. The reading of the amend- 
|| ment will be dispensed with, unless some Senator 
|| desires it. 

| Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it seems to 
|| be the purpose of the chairman of the Committee 


on Military Affairs, to force upon the Army ap- 


ropriation bill all the general legislation which | 


is committee proposes. We are not only to or- 


| ganize a force for an Indian war, and provide for 
| the increase of the Army, but we are called upon 


to place on this bill, all the other measures which 


he has reported for the general regulation of the | 


Army. Now, sir, I ask, if there is not, in point 


| of propriety, some limit to the license which the 
|| Senate have taken to load the general appropria- | 


tion bills with independent measures? Have we 


|| aright to say to the House of Representatives, 


‘* you must either adopt our opinions in regard to 


new matters of legislation, or else lose the appro- | 


>) 


riation bills And will not this habit of legis- 
ation end in precisely that result? It does seem 


| to me that the Senator from IIlinois has succeeded 
| In putting upon this biil certain! 


as much as it 
can carry; and the chances are, that if we go on, 


‘| and place upon it all the measures which he has 


reported from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
in regard to the general organization of the Army, 
changes in the staff, and a retired list, we shall 
run the risk of losing the bill, or engaging in a 


contest with the House, which would not be very | 


profitable. 
The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 


Virginia raise the point of order whether this | 


amendment can be received under the rules? 
Mr. HUNTER. 

order, because I understand that the ameadment 

comes from the Commitieeon Military A ffairs. 


Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from | 


Virginia is laboring under one mistake. The 
amendment which | have now proposed to this 


bill is not for the general reorganization of the | 
It will be recol- | 


Army. I will state what it is. 
lected that, at the last session of Congress, a bill 
was passed increasing the pay of the rank and 


file of the Army; but the pay of the officers was | 
‘ I think thatis not the proper way | 
| to act in regard to such a corps—separate ove por- 


left untouched. 


tion from another in the increase of pay. The | 


scale of pay which | now propose has been pre- 
pared by the Department. Snes 


The amendment is, the bill to provide for | 
| an increase of the pay of the officers of the Army, 


[ cannot raise the point of | 
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|| Mr. HUNTER. I wish to ask the Senator 
|| from Illinois whether this provision was not put 
| on the Army appropriation bill at the last session, 
and did it not keep a committee of conference out 
|| for six hours, and were not the Senate finally 
compelled to abandon the proposition, or else lose 
the bill ? 
|| Mr. SHIELDS. I did not happen to be here 
| at the close of the last session. If I had been 
| here, I should certainly have insisted on increas- 
| ing the pay of the officers of the Army. 
| Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from California 
| (Mr. Wetcer]) was on that committee of confer- 
| ence, and will remember the circumstance. 

Mr. SHIELDS. My honorable friend from 
California acted in my place as chairman of the 
| Committee on Military Affairs at the last session, 
| and no doubt he did all he could to obtain an in- 
|| crease of pay for the officers. 
| Mr. WELLER. By order of the Committee 
|| on Military Affairs, 1 had this provision inserted 
| in the Army appropriation bil! of last session, but 
| the House refused to agree to it. A committee of 
conference was appointed. I was upon that com- 
mittee. You, Mr. President, were also upon that 
committee; and you will remember that, after 
much struggle and labor, we were compelled to 
| abandon our amendment. The reason urged for 
| the abandonment was, that the House would never 

gree to itas an amendment to an appropriation 

ill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to waste the 

| time of the Senate; but | will take occasion to say 
a word or two, in order to call the attention of the 
Senate to the present state of affairs. Why, sir, 


| & lieutenant in your Army does not receive as 





much pay as one of the little boys who act as our 
pages. Seven hundred and seventy-nine dollars a 
year includes all the pay and allowances of every 
kind of a lieutenant. We propose to give him 
$1,000. Is not that little enough for an officer? 
| ‘Lhe messengers of this body get more than that. 
I have heard honorable Senators say that they 
cannot live on their present pay, and surely no 
one can imagine that the pay of our Army officers 
| 1s sufficient. I have presented a scale presented 
| by the Department, making a very small increase 
in their pay. I hope the Senate will adopt it. If 
| the House choose to reject it, it will be their act, 
for which we shall not be responsible. 

Mr.CASS._ I concur with my honorable friend 
from Illinois in both the propositions which he 
has incorporated into thisamendment, and | should 
vote for them as separate measures; but I advise 
| him not to prees them on this bill. I am in favor 
of creating a retired list, and I am for increasing 
the pay, because I think it is too small; but | fear 
those propositions will be injured by being attached 
to this bill. I should cheerfully vote for them on 
their own merits. 

Mr. RUSK. I am in favor of both branches 
of the amendment as separate measures, standing 
on their own merits, but | cannot vote for adding 
|, them to a general appropriation bill, because I am 
very sure that the result will be to defeat them, 
and hazard the bill. The Senator from Illinois 
has on the table, separate bills to provide for these 
objects. Why not call up those bills and act on 
them? Suppose we should add this amendment 
to the bill, and it should be rejected by the House 
|, of Representatives, we shall end just where we 
begin, and not accomplish the object. I think the 
better plan would be to pass the separate bills 
which the Senator has reported. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to ask my honor- 
able friend from Illinois, if he understands that 
the Committee on Military Affairs instructed him 
to offer this measure as an amendment to the 
a bill? The committee agreed to sep- 
arate bills to accomplish the object. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The committee did not in- 
struct me to present the amendment. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Then I raise the point that 
it is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT. It is clearly out of order, 
unless it comes from one of the standing commit- 
|| tees. 

Mr. SHIELDS. It has come from one of the 
standing committees, though not in this preciee 
form. In my humble opinion the amendment is 
| inorder. I find, however, that my friends think 

it would be injurious to insist upon it; and although 
I think it is an act of justice to the Army, I shall 
i accept the adyice of my friends, and withdraw 
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the amendment. I shall endeavor to accomplish | 


the object in a separate bill. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. 


priations contained in the bill: 


To complete the road from Point Douglas, on the Mis- 
sixeippi river, to the mouth of the St. Louis river of Lake 
Superior, in Wisconsin, $34,213 50. 

‘l'o complete the road from Point Douglas to Fort Gauiro, 
now Fort Ripley, $13,494 U9. 


‘To complete the road from Swan river to the Winnebago 


agency, nah 39. 
To complete the road from Wabashaw to Mendota, 
$3,171 76. : ‘ 
The said ronds to be completed under the direction of the 
Secretary of War. 


To complete the road from Mendota to the Big Sioux | 


river, 427,475. 

I have offered this amendment, Mr. President, 
by direction of the Committee on Territories. It 
was also submitted to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affaire, and approved by them. I hold in 
my hand the estimates made by the Secretary of 


W ar and the Chief of the Engineer Corps, for this | 


purpose. The appropriations are to complete 


roads which are half finished in the Territory of | 


Minnesota, for which half the necessary appro- 
priation was made at the last session. 

Mr. WELLER. 
from Iowa whether these appropriations are recom- 
mended by the Secretary of War? 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa. 
recommendation in my hand, 

Mr. WELLER. 
as well as an estimate? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 

Mr. CASS. 
the Territory of Minnesote? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Yes, sir; they are mil- 
itary roads, altogether within that Territory. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT. If no further amendment 


soth. 


be proposed, the bill will be reported to the Senate. | 


Mr. HUNTER. When the bill shall be re- 
ported to the Senate, and the question taken on 
concurring in the amendments made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, I wish to have a separate 
vote taken on some amendments which have been 
put on by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
One is, in regard to the superintendent of the arse- 
nal at Rome, New York, by which they propose 
to give him twenty dollars a month for acting as 
commissary to himself, because | understand there 
is nobody there but himself. [ wish also to havea 
separate vote on the amendment which proposes 
to allow a military commission to sit in California. 

Mr. BELL, 
ator from Virginia, whether there is any provision 
in this bill regulating the description of arms the 
President is authorized to buy or have manufac- 


tured, with the annual appropriation of $200,000 | 


for that purpose? 


Mr. HUNTER, There is nothing in this bill 


regulating it. 

Mr. BELL. Ought he not to have authority 
to purchase the best and most approved descrip- 
tion of arms? 


Mr. HUNTER. 


Such things have been left te his discretion under 
: bh 
the existing law. 


Mr. CASS. Thehonorable Senator from Ten- 


nessee will recollect that the President has full || 


control to issue, through the proper officer, orders 
on the subject. 


Mr. SHIELDS. My honorable friend from 


Connecticut (Mr. Tovcey] was not present the | 


other day when I offered an amendment to change 


the direction of the appropriation, made at the | 


last session, for the purchase of breech-loading 
rifles. [understand that the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, at the last session,—I was absent at 
the time,—recommended that appropriation. The 


amendment which | proposed was to change it. | 


I wish now to withdraw that amendment, as I do 
not desire to undo what the committee hag done. 
The PRESIDENT. The amendment cannot 
be withdrawn, as it has been already adopted; but 
when the bill shall be reported to the Senate, the 
Senator can ask that it be non-concurred in. 
Mr. SHIELDS. That will answer my pur- 
ose. 
Mr.GWIN. An amendment has been adopted 
giving additional compensation to officers and 


soldiers who served at Fort Laramie at the close | 


of the Mexican war. I move to amend that 
amendment by adding to it the following: 


1 offer the following | 
amendment, to come in at the end of the appro- | 


| wish to ask the Senator | 


Yes, sir; I hold his | 


Is there a recommendation || 


Are these roads exclusively within | 


I wish to ask the honorable Sen- | 


He has that authority now. | 


And the provisions of the first section of the act approved 
March 3, 1853, granting additional compensation to the 
officers, von commissioned officers, and privates of the 
marine corps, and to the officers and men of the revenue 
service serving on the Pacific coast, in California and 


| | 
| 
| 


} 


Oregon, during the war with Mexico, be also extended to | 


the officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, aud 
privates of the regular Army, who served in California and 
Oregon during the same period; and that the amount which 
may be found due to them under this act shall be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated : 
Provided, ‘That where persons entitled under the foregoing 
provision may have died, such additional compensation 
shall be paid to their legal representatives. 


° ~ . 
I ask the attention of the Senate, for a few 1 what amendments they wish to have excepted, 


|, moments, while | explain the amendment. 
The PRESIDENT. 
| committee of this body ? 

Mr. GWIN. It isanamendment to an amend- 
ment reported by a committee. The amendment 
of the committee was to grant increased compen- 
sation to one portion of the Army; mine is to 

rant it to another. 

Mr. HUNTER. That came from a commit- 
tee; this comes from no commiitee. 

Mr. GWIN. 
amendment should come from a committee. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is not in order, unless it 


the head of a Department. 
| Mr. GWIN. The amendment which I pro- 
pose is an amendment to a proposition from the 
|; Committee on Military Affairs, to give increased 
compensation. 

Mr. ELUNTER. I raise the question of order. 
|| Is this amendment in order ? 

The PRESIDENT. As it is not reported by 
a committee of the Senate, the Chair thinks it is 
not in order. 


Mr. GWIN. What, sir! 


Is it not in orderto 


by the Committee on Military Affairs, in relation 
to the troops at Fort Laramie? Let that amend- 
ment be read. 

Mr. STUART. There can be no use in taking 
|| up time on this question. 


consideration it would have been competent for 
the Senator from California to offer his proposi- 
tion; but if he presents it now, it is as a distinct 
| amendment, to which the rule applies. 
|| Mr. GWIN. When that amendment of the 
| committee was under consideration, I stated that, 
| 
' 


at the proper time, I should move this addition to 
it. I have now presented it. 
be ruled out of order. 
committee, which was adopted, be read. 
The Secretary read it, as follows: 


I hope I shall not 


Sec. 5. 4nd he it further enacted, That the provisions of 
the first section of the act entitled “* An act making appro- || 
priations for the support of the Army for the year ending | 


the 30th of June, 1851,’’ approved September 28, 1850, 
granting extra pay to the officers and enlisted men of the 


officers and men composing the garrison of the post of Fort 
Laramie, on the Oregon route, for the same period of time 


W hen thatamendment | 
of the Committee on Military Affairs was under | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Is it recommended by a || 


Mr. HUNTER. 


It is not necessary that my | 
|| 


comes from a committee, or is recommended by || 
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it was decided in the negative. So the amendment 
was not received. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on con. 
curring in the amendments which have been made 
by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. HUNTER. Let me suggest that the best 
course would be to take the sense of the Senate 
| on all the amendments except those which may be 
| reserved at the desire of Senators. I have alread 
designated two on which I desire a separate vote, 
The PRESIDENT. Senators will please state 





| 


Mr. GWIN. I wish to except the amendment 
in regard to the troops at Fort Laramie, which 
was read a few minutes ago. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to have the amend. 
ment adopted on the motion of the Senator from 
| Tennessee [Mr. Jones] excepted. 

I have designated two which 
I desire should be reserved. 

| Mr. SHIELDS. I wish that the amendment 
| in relation to the appropriation for the purchase 
of breech-loading rifles may be excepted. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
concurring in all the amendments except those 
which have been reserved at the request of the 
| Senators from Virginia, California, and Hlinois, 


| ‘The amendments, with these exceptions, were 


add this amendment tothe one which was offered | 


} 


Army serving in Oregon and California, be extended to the | 


as was allowed by the sixth section of the act of the 3d of | 


March, 1853, to the officers and men of the co-npanies of 
| the regiment o! mounted riflemen that garrisoned Port Lar- 
amie; and that the provisions of the same section of the 
same act be also extended to the officers and men compos- 
|| ing the escort to the Mexican boundary commission, while 
|| they were serving as such escort. 

Mr. GWIN, That is an amendment granting 
|, additional compensation. 
|| it, So as to inelude others in that increase. That 
|| is the simple proposition. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will submit 
|, the question to the Senate whether the amendment 
be in order or not. 


| Mr. WELLER. 


I understand that the propo- 
sition of my colleague is simply to extend the 


| 
1] 
|| to another class of soldiers, who served under the 
same circumstances in a different place. Itseems 
|| to me, therefcre, that it is in order. 

| Mr. HUNTER. Ithink not. 
|| ment which is offered. 
|| be anamendment to an amendment, or an amend- 
|| ment to the bill—it is an amendment, and, to be 
|| in order, it must either be reported by a commit- 
tee, or be recommended by a Department. 


| Mr. GWIN. 


offer this amendment to it at the proper time. I 
trust the Senate will not rule it out of order. 

|| The PRESIDENT put the question to the 
I Senate, whether the amendment was in order, and 


| have moved to amend | 


It is an amend- 
It matters not whether it | 





| provisions of the amendment which has been read | 


I stated at the time when the | 
original amendment was presented, that I should || 


| 
} 


Let the amendment of the || 


concurred in. 

| The PRESIDENT. The question will now be 
| taken on the excepted amendments in their order, 
The first of them is the following: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the board of 
| Officers appointed under the sixth section of the act “ making 
| appropriations for the support of the Army for the year 
| ending the 30th of June, 1653,” approved August 31, 1852, is 
| hereby authorized and directed, in addition to the powers 
and duties already conferred upon it, to extend its exam 
inations to Claims arising from the destruction of property 
by the troops serving under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel John C. Frémont, in California, in the years 1846 
and 1847, by his orders, as well as for the destruction of prop- 
erty by the enemy, caused by the occupation of the claim- 
ant’s premises by the said United States troops. ‘That the 
said board is empowered to summon and examine wit- 
nesses under oath, and take testimony, if necessary, in 
California and elsewhere. That for the payment of the 
| claims reported favorably upon by the board, in its report 
| to the Secretary of War, dated the 5th of December, 1254, 
| (Executive document 8, Thirty-Third Congress, second 
session,) including that numbered 197, being the claim of 
Santiago E. Arguélio, and amounting to @11,584, and for 
the compensation of the members of said board for and 
during their period of service as such, at a rate not exceed- 
| ing $3,000 per annum each, deducting therefrom their Army 
pay, the sum of $40,548 be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 

anthorized and directed to pay to the treasurer of said 
board, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
|} appropriated, the sum of $10,000 for the contingent ex- 
penses of the said board, including therein office rent and 
| clerk hire, stationery, tuel, the payment of witnesses’ fees 
duly summoned by the board, at a rate not exceeding those 
paid by the United States district court in Catifornia, or 
| elsewhere, as the case may be, the traveling expenses of 
| said board, not exceeding sixteen cents per mile to each 

member, and other incidental expenses. 


Mr. HUNTER. I understand that the De- 
partment has objected to such employment of 
military officers. Indeed it seems to me that it 
would be manifestly much better to employ civil- 


| ians. [also learn that this board probably require 


some limitation of their jurisdiction. They con- 
fine themselves to ascertaining damages, and there 
are cases in which damages have been ascertained, 


/and perhaps allowed, in favor of Mexicans, when 


they were at war with us, before the acquisition 
of that country. It seems to me, under all the 
circumstances, that we had better not extend this 
commission, until some bill is brought forward, 
with proper guards, designating the class of cases 
over which they are to have jurisdiction, and 
what they shall allow and what refuse. At any 
rate, objection has been raised to employing offi- 
cers of the Army in this service. 


Mr. WELLER. I believe that when this 


| board was originally organized, the Senators from 


California on this floor protested against the em- 
ployment of military officers. They preferred the 
employment of civilians; but it was understood 
then that the Department of War insisted that it 
should be a military commission. We acquiesced 
in that. It is said that the War Department has 
since changed’ its opinion—but of that I have 





no other knowledge than the information which 
has just been given us by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. In regard to the other point, we desire, a3 


a matter of course, that whatever limitation the 
public interests demand, should be imposed. If 
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there have been any claims passed on by the board 
for the destruction of property belonging to the 
ublic enemy, 1 have no knowledge of it. The 
Committee on Military Affairs have taken the 
trouble to look over the record kept by the board, 
and, so far as they have passed upon the claims, 
the committee think their awards are fully sus- 
tained by the testimony. 

This amendment proposes to allow the board of 
commissioners to 3it in California for the purpose 
of takingtestimony. lam perfectly satisfied that, 
if you desire to protect the public Treasury, if 


‘ou desire to prevent the allowance of fraudulent 


claims, the only way to do it, is to enable testi- 
mony to be taken in the State of California. If I 
looked only to the amount of money which claim- 
ats in my State were to receive from the Treas- 
ury, I should be disposed to continue the ses- 
sions of the board here, and not allow them to go 
to California; for | know that, if they do go to 
that State, they will find respectable witnesses 
who will prove that fraudulent claims have been 

resented. If the commissioners are compelled to 
pass upon those claims on the ex parte testimony 
which has been sent here, in my judgment thou- 
sands of dollars will be taken trom the public 
Treasury which do not justly belong to the claim- 


ants. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have very little to add to 
what has been stated by the honorable Senator 
from Califorvia. This commission was appointed 
by the War Department under a law requiring 
that officers of the Army should be appointed. 
They have proceeded with the investigation; they 


have allowed certain claims, which have been paid; | 


they have disallowed others; and have suspended 
others for want of testimony. That testimony 
they cannot obtain in Washington. We wish to 
give them power to go to California for that pur- 
pose. As the Senator from California has stated, 
the object is to protect the Treasury. There are 
no men who could now continue the investigation 
as well as the officers who have begun it. ‘They 
undertstand it, for they have been employed upon 
itfortwo years. If they are permitted to go to 
California, they can close the whole matter in a 
few months. 

Mr. WELLER. I only desireto state further, 
that | do not know of a single one of these claim- 
ants who has desired or requested me to use my 
influence for the purpose of having the commis- 
sion sent to California. I do not suppose they 
desire any such thing, but, as the Senator fom 
Illinois has said, it is necessary to protect the 
public Treasury. 


Mr. SHIELDS. As the honorable Senator 


from California has stated, the provision does not | 


refer to claims of Mexicans, but to claims of our 
own citizens. 

Mr GWIN. The proposition of the Senator 
from Virginia would destroy all hope of having 
these claims closed, because no civil commissioners 
can be appointed now. At this late period of the 
session we can do nothing in a separate bill upon 
the subject, and, therefore, the proposition of the 
Senator from Virginia would amount to a post- 
ponement for more than a year of any further 
examination of the claims. 

I wish the Senate to bear in mind that more 
than seven years ago the honorable Senator from 


Michigan, Mr. Cass,] when he was chairman of || 


the Committee on Military Affairs, reported a bill 
for the payment of these claims; but there has 
been such a conflict between the two Houses as 
to lead to the failure of all such propositions, so 
that to this day the claims have never been ex- 
amined in California, which is the proper place for 
their examination. Aside from that, these com- 
missioners are limited in their powers. They 
have to report their proceedings to Congress, and 
not a dollar awarded by them can be paid until 
we make an appropriation. 

The object of this provision is to collect testi- 
meny now which will enable the claims to be dis- 
posed of atonce. We well know that these claims 
will not die. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
Crayton] has been arging us to consider a bill to 
provide for claims more than fifty years old. We 
should bear such facts in mind. If these claims 
be left unsettled, they will not die, nor will they 
diminish in amount with the lapse of years. The 
ras is, whether we shall settle them now. 

hey have been before Congress for seven years, 
and are still unsettled. If we send the board to 


TH 





California, I have no doubt the claims will all be 
disposed of within twelve months. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment, on which a separate vote 
was asked, was the following: 


Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the military store- 
keeper at t'ome arsenal, New York, be allowed, from the 
Ist day of October, 1842, the same compensation as is 
authonzed by the act of the 23d of August, 1812, to be paid 
to the store-Keepers at the Washington, Pittsburg, and 
Watervieit arsenals, and that there be paid to military store- 
keeper J. S. A. Beale, twenty dollars a month for and 
during the time he has performed the duties of commissary 
and assistant commissary of subsistence, and quartermas- 
ter. 


| Mr. HUNTER. I understand that this pro- 


vision puts a comparatively unimportant post on 
| a level with others of great importance; and it 
| proposes to pay a man for acting as commissary 
|| to himself, for I believe there is no one else at the 
| place. ‘ 
|" Mr. SHIELDS. I really forget the circum- 
stances of the case, but I believe the allowance 
was recommended by the Department. 
| Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is mistaken 
about that, for | received my information from 
the Department. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Then I hope the amendment 

will be rejected. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


The next amendment, on which a separate vote 
was asked, was to insert: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the appropria- 
tion of $90,000 made by the Army app.opriation bill of 
1854, for the purchase of breech-loadi:g mfles, shall be ap- 
plied, if the Secretary of War shall deem any application 
| of the same necessarry to the service, to the purchase or 
manufacture of rifles or muskets of the best and most ap- 
| proved quality. 


Mr. WELLER. I suppose the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs will withdraw 





| Illinois seemed to have misunderstood the com- 
mittee or the committeee misunderstood him. 
The committee certainly did not intend to author- 
ize this amendment to be offered. 

Mr. SHIELDS. My object was to give the 
Secretary of War an opportunity to avail himself 
of the experience which the war in the East is 
now affording in relation to firearms. As the 
amendment was presented under a misunderstand- 
| ing, | ask leave to withdraw it. 
| The PRESIDENT. It is not in the power of 
| the Senator to withdraw it at this stage of the 
| proceedings. The Senate can refuse to concur 
| in it. 
| Mr. CASS. Iam sorry the honorable Senator 
| does not propose to repeal the appropriation re- 
| ferred to in the amendment. We do not want 
| $90,000 worth of rifles. The Secretary of War 
now has full power to apply any portion of the 
| appropriation for ordnance tothe purchase of rifles. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I! understood the committee 
were willing to agree to that; but as this appro- 
priation was made at the last session, we felt some 
| difficulty as to the power to repeal it now. The 
| honorable Senator, I think, is right in supposing 
| that it was not necessary in the first place, but it 
| was passed last year, and I have no wish, at this 
| time, so disturb it. 

Mr. TOUCEY. The appropriation referred to 
is one which was passed at the last session by a 
| very large vote of both Houses. I understand 
that the chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs acquiesces in the rejection of the pending 
amendment, the object of which is to interfere 
with that appropriation, it having been presented 
under a misapprehension. That appropriation 
was made for the purpose of purchasing promptly 
the best arm that is now in existence—Sharp’s 
rifle—an arm that will double or treble the effi- 
ciency of any corpspropertouseit. [understand 
that military men generally are in favor of action 
by the Department, for the purpose of adopting 
‘| that rifle. Sure am I, sir, that if that rifle were 
| adopted by the two regiments of cavalry and the 














| five hundred volunteers, authorized to be raised | 


the proposition of the Senator from Virginia, 
r. 
] efficient force than the four regiments proposed to 
| be raised by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 
| Sutecps.} [ hope the amendment now pending 
| will be rejected, as it was presented under a mis- 
apprehension. 


|b 
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that amendment, as it was not authorized - the | 
committee, and, therefore, was not properly in 
| order in the first instance. The Senator from 


Hunter,] they would be a much more | 
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| Mr. CASS. [have gone over this subject so 

often that I dislike to say anything more upon it. 
|| But, sir, let me say to the honorable Senator {rom 
} Connecticut, that the Secretary of War, now has 
|| full authority under the appropriations for the 
ordnance department to purchase what species of 
arms he pleases. There is no restriction what- 
ever on his power. When A comes here from 
one quarter of the Union and presses the adoption 
_of one arm, and B from another quarter presses 
| another one, and C presses something else, these 
pressures should be resisted. The question is, 
whether you want these arms. I have repeatedly 
stated that you have an immense accumulation of 
arms, such as no other Government on the face 
of the earth has got; and, from day to day they 
are ruining in your arsenals. From time to time 
the Government has a sale of useless arms, and an 
immense quantity are sold for litte or nothing. 
Perhaps the chairman of the committee can say 
how many we have sold fora dollar a piece within 
a short me. So we go on making arms this 
year, and selling them next year. 

There is nothing in the condition of the country 
requiring that we should have any additional arms 
at present. A great experiment is going on in 
Europe which will teach us much in regard to the 
|| efficiency of different arms. The arm of to-day 
|| may be proved worthless to-morrow. You should 
not act on the statements of inventors. There 
never was a man who proposed anything new, 
from the first invention to the last, who did not 
believe his to be the best invention in the world, 
| and just as practicable as anything else could be. 
| ‘Those men come here and try to induce us to 
| make such appropriations as these, but, | say 
again, you had better keep the money in the 
Treasury, and when it is necessary to increase 
your stock of arms, do so judiciously. AsI have 
said, on another occasion, there are now in the 
| arsenals of the United States more small arms 
| than Napoleon had when he commenced his great 
campaign against Moscow. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I concur in much that the dis- 
| tinguished Senator from Michigan has given utter- 
| ance to, butin one thing Ido notconeur. Thearms 
whicle are in our arsenals now, are those that are 
behind the times in which we live. The Govern- 
| ment does not keep up with the improvements of 
the age; and because you have arms that are now 

nearly worthless, is that a reason why you should 
not purchase those which are the best arms in 
existence? I undertake to say, from the inform- 
ation [ have from military men, from men ac- 
quainted with this arm, that itis the best weapon 
| in existence for mounted men. I think that is the 
| opinion of the Department. It has been before the 
Department for a period of more than four years, 
and what I desire 1s, that there may be a decision 
upon it one way or theother. I hope the amend- 
| ment that was proposed by the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, which 
was moved, as I understand, under a misappre- 
hension of the manner in which the original ap- 
| propriation was introduced into the bill ef last 
year, will be rejected ca, Senate. 

Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, when the 
appropriation of $90,000 was mae, during one of 
the closing nights of the last session, it was the 
understanding, [ think, of those around me, that 
that sum of money was to be expended for the 
purchase of Sharp’s rifle. I voted for the appro- 
priation at that time with infinite pleasure, because 
I had, for years, been using that rifle., J am ac- 
customed to it, and | have watched its effects in 
the hands of those who are the most competent 
judges in the world—the men who are called upon 
to use the weapon daily. J have been long satis- 
fied that it at least doubled the efficiency of the 
| soldier, and rendered one man equal to two, with 
any ordinary weapon. I was also satisfied that 
many of the arms:in our public arsenals were use- 
less. A postion of those arms which were deliv- 
ered to the State of Florida, and were in the hands 
of a company under my own direction, proved so, 
They were not only useless against the enemy, 
but positively dangerous in the hands of the per- 
sons using them. ; 

Sharp’s rifle is no longer an experiment. It 
was used by the late Governor of Oregon, in his 
journey across the plains, when he had to depend 
on the rifle not only as a defense against the 
enemies whom he encountered, but for the daily 
procurement: of food. If I mistake not, he has 
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made a report upon the subject, but at any rate | 


in conversation with me he has stated that he con- 
sidered it the most efficient weapon which had 
ever been devised. It is said that our arsenals are 
filled with weapons. I have no doubt they are; 
but some of those weapons, one in particular which 
I might name, but 1 do not wish to do so now, 
would certainly be useless against an enemy, and | 
dangerous to the person using it. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan has — 
alluded to the experiment going on in Europe. | 
The experiment has been going on, and is now 
concluding. The Minié rifle was fully tested at 
Rouen, and the engineer officers there ecided that | 
the Minié rifle, at eight hundred yards, would | 
drive away the gunners from their guns, and that 
no force could be properly organized hereafter 
without the Minié rifle. That rifle has undergone | 
the last modification, and is now being used effi- | 
ciently at Sebastopol; but, as compared with | 
Sharp’s rifle, | think any man, accustomed tothe | 
rifle and depending upon it for obtaining his food, | 
or for purposes of defense, would certainly prefer | 
our own invention. | 

Mr. DAWSON. This rifle was never recom- 
mended by the War Department, or by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, until one of the closing 
nights of the last session. On that occasion, a 


friend of mine in this body procured a majority || 


of the Committee on Military Affairs to consent | 


that the proposition for the purchase of these rifles || 


siiould emanate from the committee, My dissent | 


to it was known at the time. The appropriation || 


of $90,000 which was proposed last year, was first | 


intended for the purchase of Sharp’s rifle; but a || 


controversy arose in the body, and finally it was 
putin such a shape as to authorize the adoption 
of the best rifles. That appropriation has been | 
before the Secretary of War during the year, and 


I suppose he has instituted experiments, but he || 
has not yet made any decision upon the subject. |, 


When the matter came before the Committee on 
Military Affairs, at the present session, the chair- 
man will recollect that it was the opinion of the 


committee that that appropriation should be re- || 


pealed. 

In the language of the Senator from Michigan, 
this is no time to purchase arms. Experiments | 
are now going on which may result in throwing 
away nearly all the arms we have, and we should 
wait until something definite upon the subject is 
agreed upon. 
arms. We have now more arms than we can 
use, and we are going on in our armories, year | 
after year, constructing others. These purchases | 
are for individual benefit. The arms may wear | 
outina year, I grant that they are fine speci- | 
mens of mechanical art, which would, perhaps, | 
receive the approval of the Senate, but they are | 
not now needed; they are not necessary for any | 
existing purpose; and the appropriation will inure | 
to the benefit of individuals and not to the general 
good of the country. 

I have been led to say on former occasions, and | 
I repeat now, that if weare to continue to purchase | 
arms in this way, we might as well abolish our 





armories, close up our factories, and rely entirely | 


upon individual enterprise to furnish arms for the 
Army. I think it impolitic and unwise to expend 
public money in this manner, when the expendi- 
ture cannot be immediately beneficial. I agree 
with my friends from Florida and Connecticut 
that this is a great and useful invention; but | 
think it is unnecessary for the Government at this 
time. For*this reason, I miove, if it be in order, 
what the committee intended to move, and what I 
thought the chairman was instructed to move, a 
repeal of the appropriation made at the last session. 
Thatis what | voted for in the committee. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from 
Georgia, | chink, takes a correct view of this matter. 
I was not here when the appropriation was made 
at the last session. I know Sharp’s rifle, and I 
consider it the best arm which we now have; but 
I do not think it is the best aria which we may 
have in, perhaps, a year from this time; and for 
that reason I was desirous of leaving the Secretary 
of War discretion to select the best arm, and to 
on him full range for that purpose. [ found, 

owever, that there was a difficulty in repealing 
the provision which was made at the last session 
of Congress. I understand that it was intended, 
as stated by the honorable Senator from Florida, 
to apply to Sharp’s rifle. | 








Besides, we have no use for these || 
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_Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir, it was not so 
intended. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I was not here, and of course 
do not know the circumstances. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from Con- 
necticut, and other Senators, seem to misappre- 
hend the meaning of the amendment to the Army 
appropriation bill of the last session. It is true 


that when that amendment was first offered, it | 


peepee that Sharp’s breech-loading rifle should 
e purchased; but it was so amended as to enable 


the Secretary of War to purchase the best breech- | 


loading rifle; and that is the shape in which it 
now stands on the statute-book. I understand 
that there is a gentleman in Baltimore who has 


prepared a much better breech-loading rifle than || 


Sharp’s. Altogether, it seems to me that the pro- 
vision made last year was a very harmless one. 


Although it appropriates $90,000, it leaves the || 


whole matter to the discretion of the Secretary 


of War, so that if the Baltimore gentleman, to | 
whom I have alluded, has invented a much better |) 
breech-loading rifle than Sharp’s, the Department | 
|| can purchase it. 
sary for the public service, I take it for granted | 


Even if it should not be neces- 


the War Department need make no purchase; so 
_ that I think we had better leave the appropriation 
| of $90,000 stand as it is. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
tary of War, under the appropriation of Jast year, 
is now trying experiments with four different 
kinds of breech-loading rifles. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I was about to say, when 
interrupted by the honorable Senator from Penn- 
sylvamia, that the Secretary of War, on the faith 
of the appropriation, has proceeded with experi- 
ments to ascertain the best breech-loading rifles, 
and, therefore, | do not think it wise to disturb 
_ the appropriation, although it may not have been 
prudent in the first instance. 

Mr. CASS. I perceive that this bill contains 


an appropriation of $250,000 for the manufacture | 


of small-arms for this year. 


that enoughor not? Do you want to appropriate 
$90,000 more ? 


Mr. SHIELDS. The $90,000 are already ap- 
propriated. 


f $340 000 be needed for the manufacture of arms, 
| why not say so? If the $250,000 are enough, and 
you wish $90,000 of it appropriated to a specific 
purpose, why not say so? The simple question 
is, whether we shall add $90,000 to the $250,000? 


1 think it is not needed, and I shall vote according | 


to my belief. 

Mr. WELLER. My recollection of what oc- 
curred in the Committee on Military Affaris does 
not correspond with the statement made by my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson.] I under- 
stood him to say that he had voted in the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs for the repeal of the 


appropriation which we made at the last session. | 
According to my recollection, there was no such | 


vote given inthe committee. [ think I was present 
at the time when this matter was incidentally the 
subjectof conversation. I well remember that the 
| chairman said he was opposed to the appropriation 


| which was made at the last session, and that he 


|| intended to have it repealed. That there was any 
| formal vote or agreement of the committee, that 


he should pursue that course, I certainly do not 
| recollect. 


| Mr. DAWSON, I gave it as my opinion, that 


| the appropriation should be repealed, and I thought | 


that was the opinion of a majority of the commit- 
tee, but they did not instruct the chairman to 
| present any amendment of that kind. 
| Mr. WELLER. I am very sure that, if I had 
understood such a proposition was formally be- 
fore them, I should have said something on the 
subject—at least enough to show that I did not 
concur with the Senator from Illinois. 

Sir, the Senator from Georgia says, this is legis- 
lating for particular individuals. How can that be? 
We made an appropriation of $90,000, at the last 
session, to enable the Secretary of War to pur- 
chase the best breech-loading rifle—not the patent 
of any particular individual, not Sharp’s rifle, but 
the best breech-loading rifle, leaving the Secretary 
of War to determine which was the best. That 
is the whole of it. Well, now, is it expedient to 


repeal the act of the last session making that ap- 
propriation, when the Secretary of War is engaged 





I understand that the Secre- | 


The question is, is | 


Mr. CASS. But the money has not been ex- || 
prea and the appropriation is in our power. | 
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| in the experiments neceesasy to determine which 
| is the best breech-loading rifle? That is the ques- 
|| tion which is presented to us. 


|| The amendment was non-concurred in. 


| The PRESIDENT. The question will now be 
| on concurring with the following amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the annual dis. 
tribution of arms to the several States, under the act ap- 
proved April 23, 1808, entitled ‘* An act making provision 
for arming and equipping the whole body of the militia of 
the United States,” shall be hereafter made according to 
the number of their Senators and Representatives in Con. 
gress respectively ; and that arms be distributed to the Ter. 
ritories and the District of Columbia in such quantities ang 
| under such regulations as the President, in his discretion 
| may prescribe. , 
|| Sec. —. And be it further enacfed, That the Governors 
of the several States and ‘Territories be, and they are here 
authorized to sell, to the best advantage, the arins hereto 
fore distributed, or which may be hereafter distributed 
under the act of April 28, 1808, and invest the funds arising 
out of such sales in other arms more suitable for the pur- 
| pose contemplated by saidact: Provided, That noarms he 

so purchased or provided or such as may be of the 
same description and caliber in use in the Army of the 
United States. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I move to amend that amend- 
| ment by inserting the words ‘regularly adopted 
and ”’ before the words ‘‘in use in the Army of 
| the United States.”” The amendment introduced 
| by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] 
authorized the a to sell the useless por- 
|| tion of the arms which had been given to them 
|| by the United States, and to invest the funds aris- 
ing from that sale in other arms. The Senate, in 
| pursuance of an amendment which I submitted, 
| restricted that provision so as to confine the Gov- 
ernors to the purchase of arms in- use in the ser- 
|| vice of the United States, and of similar caliber 
|| and description. My attention has been called to 


| 
} 
} 
| 


} 
| 
| 
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|| the fact that the amendment, as it stands, does 
| not attain the object which was expected. For 
» this reason, a further modification is necessary by 
inserting the words ‘regularly adopted and.” 
_1f we confine the Governors to the purchase of 
|| those arms which are in use in the Army of the 
| United States, it will be no restriction at all, be- 
cause all kinds are used in the service for purposes 
of experiment; but when they are restricted to 
|those arms which have been regularly adopted, 
itis an entirely different matter. I suppose the 
Senator from Tennessee can have no objection to 
the amendment which I have suggested. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 0, sir; it is ex- 
actly what we understood when the proposition 
was adopted. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendmentas amended was concurred 
in 


The last amendment, which was excepted, was 
| to insert the following additional section: 


| Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
the first section of the act entitled ** An act making appro- 
| priations for the support of the Army, for the year ending 
| the 30th of June, 1851,” approved September 28, 1850, 
| granting extra pay to the oflicers and enlisted men of the 
Army serving in Oregon and California, be extended to the 
officers and men composing the garrison of the post of Fort 
Laramie, on the Oregon route, for the same period of time 
| as was allowed by the sixth section of the act of the 3d of 
| March, 1853, to the officers and men of the companies of 
| the regiment of mounted riflemen that garrisoned Fort Lar- 
| amie ; and that the provisions of the same section of the 
| same act be also extended to the officers and men compos- 
ing the escort to the Mexican boundary commission, while 
they were serving as such escort. 
| Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senate will not agree 
| to this amendment. Sir, it is a melancholy in- 
stance of the effect which the presence of officers 
_and other persons interested in Jegislation here, 
has upon the action of Congress. The proposition 
which I presented a short time ago as an amend- 
ment to this, has been before the Committee on 
Military Affairs for more than four years. The 
first bill which was introduced here to give in- 
creased compensation to officers and soldiers, com- 
— theamiendment which I proposed, and which 
as been ruled out of order because it cannot now 
get the sanction of the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The present Secretary of War, when he 
was a member of this body in 1850, introduced 
& proposition to give increased compensation to 
the officers and soldiers who gerved in California 
from the Mexican war up to the period of the 
proposed increase. The measure passed this 
body by a large mejority went to the House, and 
they disagreed to it. he result was, that in 





| 





the committee of conference, as the Secretary of 
War himself told me, nothing but the risk of 


losing the Army appropriation bill induced him 


—_—— 
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to sive up what he believed so meritorious a prop- | 


Sir, the foundation of the original legislation in | 


regard to increased compensation, was in favor of 
the very persons who cannot now receive a favor- | 
able report from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; 
and soldiers who were in California prior to the 


My colleague knows that the officers | he P 
| curring in the amendment which has been read. 


ox:h of September, 1850, were subjected to much || 


greater expenses than those who served there sub- 
sequently, and who have received increased com- 
pensation. There was the New York regiment 
which went to California, and was there before its 
disbandonment, at the time when the enormous 
rise in provisions took place. The Mormon bat- 
talion, too, were upon their way across the conti- | 
nent. Those who went over with Kearny, and 


those who went with General Riley, had to incur || 


enormous expenditures, for which they never re- | 
ceived any return from the United States in the 
shape of pay. We hawe given double compensa- | 
tion to every officer and sailor in the Navy who | 
served on that coast during that period. Wehave 
allowed increased compensation to the officers of 
the Army who served on this side of the Rocky 
mountains, but now the very officers and men 
who laid the foundation for this legislation can 

et no hearing in this body. 

Sir, I regret to say that the influences which are 
brought to bear around the Capitol to bring forth 
and mature these propositions are such that we 
cannot get this compensation for much more mer- 
itorious claimants. Although I do not object to 
this amendment in itself, | say that the amend- 
ment which I[ propose is infinitely more deserving. 
The officers and soldiers, whose pay | propose to 
increase, deserve more than those named in this 
amendment. 


Mr. SHIELDS. 


I am glad that the honorable | 


| Congress for an increase in their 


| on the direct route to California. 





Several Senators. Let us get through with 
the bill. 
Mr. STUART. I should be glad to dispose of 
the bill if possible; but I fear that we have no 
prospect of doing so. 
The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. | 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- | 


Mr. WELLER. The su 


bject of granting extra | 
pay to the officers of the A 


rmy who served in | 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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calling up that bill from day to day, and from 
|| week to week; but | wish now, most humbly, 


to ask the Senate to consent on Saturday next, 
which is a leisure day, to take up that bill and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I am quite willing to meet 
here on that day and take up the bill; but | do not 


| know that we can dispose of it then. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is a day on 


which we are not usually in the habit of working, 


California, which has been before the Committee | and I give notice that | shall ask the Senate to sit 
on Military Affairs for the last two sessions of | then fur the purpose of considering the bill. | 


Congress, has been very frequently talked about 
in that committee, but there never has been an 
action on the subject. The main difficulty which 
presented itself was, that the officers serving in | 
Washington and Oregon Territories, and in New 
Mexico and Utah, and upon other distant posts, 
had also strong claims upon the consideration of 
ay. In my 
judgment, the officers serving at Fort Kearny 
have just as strong a claim for increased compen- 
sation as the officers at Fort Laramie. That was 
Those officers 
who have been stationed at that post for the last 


_ four years, have been compelled to furnish the 


|| obtain the necessaries of life. 


Senator has no objection to this amendment in |) 


itself. His only complaint is, that he cannot get 
provision made for another more meritorious, or 
equally meritorious class. 
principle, 1 should also ‘vote against the amend- 
ment; but I do not allow my action to be con- 
trolled by such considerations. TheSenator must 


reflect that buta few minutes ago, | made an effort | 


|| be proposed, the question will be on engrossing || 


to get additional pay for all the officers of the 
Army, but several honorable Senators made such 
strenuous objections to it, that | withdrew the 
proposition. It was suggested then that we ought 
to prepare a separate bill. Surely the honorable 
Senator should not rise up the next moment and 
condemn a proposition of the committee for in- | 


If | were to act on that || 


emigrants, out of their own pockets, money to | 
They themselves | 
have been subjected to very great expenses in con- 
sequence of the high prices of all the articles of 
subsistence. But, sir, we have never been able to | 
come to any conclusion, for the reason I have | 
already assigned, that the officers at the different || 
posts to which | have already alluded, seemed to 
have strong ground for an increase in their com- | 
pensation. ‘lhat it is just and equitable that the 
officers serving in the Army shouid be placed on 
an equal footing as those who served in the Navy | 
on the Pacific coast, every one will accede at once 
to the justice of the demand; but we have been | 
unable to procure it. The amendment for that | 
purpose has now been decided to be out of order, | 
very improperly, in my judgment; for it simply | 


|| was @ proposition to extend to other officers what | 


| you propose to give by this amendment to those 
| who served at Fort Laramie. 


creased pay, because it does not go farenough. | 
Mr. GWIN. Permit me to ask the honorable | 


Senator why it is that the very amendment which 
] offered, that has been before the Committee on 
Military Affairs for four years, cannot get a favor- | 
able report from his committee? 

Mr. SHIELDS. I could not getany action of | 
the Senate on my proposition to increase the pay | 
of the officers of the Army. 
Mr. GWIN. Here isa proposition to increase | 
the pay of some of the officers in this very amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SHIELDS. When the original proposi- 
tion was made, no man was more in favor of | 
giving increased compensation to the riflemen at 
‘ort Laramie than the Senator from California. 

Mr.GWIN. Certain! 


Mr. SHIELDS. Well. sir, I stated the other | 
day that, at the same fort at the same time, there || 


were other troops; and when the bill was passed, | 
giving additional pay to the rifles, those other | 
troops were not included. The obiect of this | 
amendment is simply to put them on the same 
footing with the rifles. If the Senator thinks that | 
unjust, let it go. Does he think so? 

Mr. GWIN. I will tell the Senator what I 
think is very unjust. You have increased the pay 
of officers who have served on. the Pacific coast - 
since the 28th of September, 1850, but those offi- 
cers receive no additional pay for service before 
that period, although their expenses were greater. 

Mr. SHIELDS. But here I haveamendments | 
for increasing the pay of the officers, and I can- | 
not bring them forward, and Senators have told 
me that they should be presented in a separate bill. | 

Mr. GWIN. The amendment which I pro- 
posed, and which was ruled out of order, was 
prospective entirely, and not retrospective. 

_ Mr. STUART. 
journ. 





| 
|| consent of the Senate to be allowed to introducea || 
|, bill ** to provide for telegraphic and express mail 


| Brown, Cass, Clayton, Dawson, Lodge of Wisconsin, 


‘The amendment was concurred in. 
The PRESIDENT. If no further amendments || 


the amendments, and ordering the bill to a third | 
reading. 
Mr. HOUSTQN. On that question I call for | 
the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | 
taken, resulted—yeas J2, nays 7; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell, Betjjumin, Brodhead, 


| Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatick,Gwin, Hunter, 


| 
} 


James, Johnson, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, 
Pearce, Petit, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, 
Siuart, Toucey, Weller, Wells, and Wright—32. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brainerd, Chase, Gillette, Houston, 
Seward, Sumner, and Wade—7. 1] 


| 
So the bill was ordered to a third reading. It ] 
was then read a third time, and passed; and, on \| 


| motion by Mr. Hunrenr, its title was amended || 


| by adding, ‘‘ and for other purposes.” 








| ferred to the Committee on the Post Uffice and Post Roads. || preémption rights to certain lands therein men- 


‘| tioned;”? whie 


| 
TELEGRAPH TO CALIFORNIA. | 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. | ask the unanimous 
communication between the Mississippi river and | 
the Pacific ocean.’’ Lonly desire to have it re- 
ferred, and to give notice that | intend to present | 
it as a substitute for the bill to establish a subter- || 
ranean line of telegraph. 
The bill was read twice by its title, referred to 


the Committee on Territories, and ordered to be | 
printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of the representative of George | 
Mayo be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- || 


RAILROAD IRON. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | desire to move | 
an adjournment; but before doing so, 1 wish to |) 
make a suggestion to the Senate. It will be re- || 
membered, that at an early period of the session, I || 


| believe during the first or second week, I intro- | 
|| duced a bill granting to railroad companies three || ittee , we f 
| years within which to pay the duties on railroad || the state of the Union, considering territorial busi- 
I move that the Senate ad- 


iron. There is no doubt that my modesty will be || 
the death of me. [Laughter.} 1 have postponed |! 


| the pur 


\| and 


move that the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 


| journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, February 2, 1855. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Assury Dickins, their Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had passed a bill of 
the House of the following title, without amend- 
ment: 

An act to change the names of the American- 
built vessels J. H. Holmes and Franklin Pierce. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the 
following titles; in which he was requested to ask 
the concurrence of the House: 

An act for the relief of James Hodges Gale; and 

An act to create an additional land district in 
the State of California. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House entitled ** An act making appropriation for 
the support of the Army for the year ending 30th 
June, 1856,’’ with amendments, in which he was 
directed to ask the concurrence of the House. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the Army bill be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and that the amendments be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report from the Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury, exhibiting, in a tabular form, the pay 
and allowances of the several officers of the Navy 
and of the Marine Corps of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1854, prepared 


| in compliance with a resolution of the House of 


Representatives passed during the first session of 
the Thirtieth Congress. 

On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, the commu- 
nication was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 

Mr. HENDRICKS obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 appeal to the gentleman from 
Indiana to give me an opportunity to ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introdiice a bill for 
se of reference only. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I will yield to the gen- 


_teman for that purpose. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that all 


_ these bills, which are introduced by unanimous 
| consent, will be received with the understanding 
| that no motions to reconsider shall be made here- 


after, so as to bring the bills back into the House 
pass them. 

Mr. PHELPS. No motion will be made by 
me to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I wantto have that under- 
standing in regard to all the bills. 

Mr. PHELPS then, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to extend 


was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 
Mr. PHELPS. There is another matter which 
relates to the disposition of business, which I desire 
to have regulated. While presiding the otherday 
as chairman of the Committee of the Whole oa 


ness, a bill “for the relief of the secretary of the 
Territory of Minnesota’”’ was called up on the 








mr 
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Calendar on the state of the Union. In my opinion, 
at that time, it was a private bill, and | so ruled. 
I awk leave now to have the bill transferred from 
the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to the Calendar of the Whole 
House, to which it properly belongs. 

lt was so ordered. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. ENGLISH asked and obtained leave to | 

withdraw from the files of the House the papers | 

in the case of Martin Scott, for the purpose of 

reference to the proper Department of the Gov- 
ernment. 


Mr. CORWIN asked and obtained leave to 


withdraw from the files of the Hlouse papers in 
the case of Mary E. Kennedy, widow of John 
Kennedy, for the like purpose. 

Mr. FLORENCE asked and obtained leave to | 
withdraw from the files of the House the papers 
in the case of Mrs. Catharine Strubing, for the | 
purpose of reference to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the papers in the case of Charles F. Sib- 
bald, for use in the Senate, 


REMISSION OF DUTIES ON CERTAIN GOODS. 


Mr. FENTON, I desire to make a motion in 
reference ton private bill; and in order that the 
House may have a proper understanding of the 
question, | beg to state that, during the last ses- 
sion of Congress, | reported, from the Committee 
on Commerce, a bill which was referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and placed upon 
the Private Calendar. It is known as ‘a bill to | 
remit the duties upon certain goods destroyed by 
fire in the cities of New York and San Francisco.” 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mutsoy] | 
made a motion to reconsider, which is still pend- 
ing, and | now move to lay that motion to recon- 
sider on the table. I will state to the House that 
I make this motion with the full knowledge and 
concurrence of the gentleman from Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. FENTON. Then I hope the House will 


give its unanimous consent. It can be disposed of || 


In @ moment. 

Mr. HAMILTON. There can be no objection 
to that, 

The question was taken; and the motion to lay 
on the table was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLSON. I addressed the Chair before 
the question was taken. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs pardon. 
The Chair was acting on the presumption that the 
gentieman from New York (Mr. Fenron]) had 
had an understanding with the gentleman from 
Virginia relative to this bill. 

Mr. FENTON. I hope the House will allow 
the gentleman from Virginia to make an expla- 
nation. 

The SPEAKER. Ifexplanation or discussion 
arises, the Chair will decide the whole subject 
out of order. 

Mr. MILLSON. [ do not purpose to enter 
on any discussion. I have no objection to the 
motion of the gentleman from New York, but I 
desire to say, on my own account, that I should, 
as an act of justice to the gentleman from New 
York, have called up the motion long before, 
even at the last session of Congress, in order that 
the bill might be properly put upon the Calendar, 
but that the gentleman himeelf desired I should 
not do so, and | yielded to his request. 
now no objection whatever to the motion. 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table is carried. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 


Mr. ENGLISH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, as follows, and referred to the Committee 
of Claims: 

A bill for the relief of Dr. William F. Sherry. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill to extend the provisions of 
the preémption act of the 4th of September, 1841; | 
which was read a first and second time by its 


I have 





title, and referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 
THE MILWAUKIE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


On motion by Mr, FULLER, the Committee 


THE CONGR 


It can only be done by the || Ways and Means. 
reconsidered. The Committee of Ways and 


AI 














ESSIO 


| on Commerce was discharged from the further 

| consideration of certain papers relative to the Mil- 
waukie custom-house; and the same were referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 





his seat, he asked me to report some bills from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. I forgot to 
do so the other day. I now ask leave to report 


|, those bills, that they may be placed upon the Pri- 


| vate Calendar. 

There being no objection, the bills were re- 
spectively read a first and second time by their 
| titles, as follows; referred to a Committee of the 
| Whole House, and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Joel Collins; 
A bill in favor of William Bullock; and 
A bill for the relief of Salvador Acardi. 


| teeon Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
A bill in favor of Abner Merrill. 


adverse reports in the following cases ; which re- 
ports were ordered to be laid on the table: 

The petition of James Harrington; the petition 
of Thomas Hendrickson; the petition of E. J. 


the petition of Martha Swain; the petition of 


| 


mons; the petition of Samuel Wall; and the peti- 
| tion of J. W. Knight, of Pennsylvania. 


MILWAUKIE CUSTOM-HOUSE——AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a privileged ques- 

| tion. On the motion ofthe gentleman from Maine 
{[Mr. Feiier] this morning, a petition in favor of 

| the change of the building for the custom-house 





I desire to have that action 


| Means have no jurisdiction over subjects of this 
sort. This matter was properly befoie the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. It is a proposition to effect 
Milwaukie; and it is just as if it were a proposi- 
tion to erect a new building. Therefore, the Com- 


over it. Itis the Committee on Commerce which 
ought to take jurisdiction, and report whether the 
| dimensions and character of the present building 
| aresuited toth 
' and if not, wh 
| in order to make it so suited. I therefore move to 
| reconsider the vote by which the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this subject, and it was referred to 
he Committee of Ways end Means. 

Mr. FULLER. One word in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovusron.] 





of the Committee on Commerce, whether, having 
heretofore reported a bill recommending the erec- 
tion of a custom-house at Milwaukie, the propo- 


not properly belong to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Just as in the case of light-houses 
which the Committee on Commerce report in favor 
of erecting at certain points. Theordinary mode, 
I believe, is for the Committee of Ways and 
Means to report, in the civil and diplomatic bill, 
the amount necessary for their construction. And 
I am quite certain that the practice has been, 
where there has been a deficiency found in the 
extent or character of a building, to have that de- 


and Means. 


custom-house, light-house, or other public build- 
ing, are usually made by the Committee of Ways 
; and Meane in the appropriation bills. But inthis 
| case there is no deficiency; but the proposition is 
| to change the character of the building entirely 
| from the plans and specifications under which the 
| appropriation was made. 
| The question was then taken upon the motion 
| to reconsider; and it was decided in the afirm- 
| ative. : 
The question then recurring upon discharging 








Mr. HENDRICKS. A few days ago, when 
| the gentleman from New York [Mr. Tween] left | 


The following bill was referred to the Commit- | 


| 
| Mr. HENDRICKS (for Mr. Tween) also pre- | 
| sented, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, | 


| Gilbert; the petition of John Henry; the petition | 
of Susan Nippers; the petition of Dr, Richard | 
W. Stockton; the petition of Jane M. Rudolph; | 


James B. Langdale; the petition of Mrs. K. Sim- | 


of Milwaukie, was referred to the Committee of | 


| changes in the building for the custom-house in || 


mittee of Ways and Means have no jurisdiction | 
equirements of the custom-house, || 
changes are necessary to be made || 
It isa || 


question of very considerable doubt, in the mind | 


sition to effect certain changes in the building does | 


ficiency provided for by the Committee of Ways | 


Mr. HOUSTON. The first appropriations made | 
after a law is passed authorizing the erection of a | 
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| the Committee on Commerce from the further con. 
|| sideration of the papers, and referring them to the 


Committee of Ways and Means, it was taken, and 


| decided in the negative. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

The SPEAKER. What disposition will now 
be made of the papers? 

Mr. HAVEN. I move to refer them back to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


1 REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEEs. 
| 


Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, reported back Senate ill (No, 


|| 141) for the relief of Richard Fitzpatrick, without 
| amendment; which was referred to a Committee 
| 


of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. F., from the same committee, reported 
| bill for the relief of Mrs. Isabella Crough, mother 
of the late Lieutenant Michael P. Doyle of the 
| 15th regiment of the United States infantry; which 
] was read the first and second time by its title, 
|| referred to a Committee of the Whole [louse, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. FAULKNER, the Com. 
| mittee on Military Affaiis was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Mar. 
garet and Elizabeth Clapsaddle, heirs of John 
J. Hess, praying for eighty dollars and one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land for the services of 
said Hess in the war of the Revolution; 

Also, from the petition of Whitemarsh P. Sea- 
brook and others, members of the company of 
Edisto militia in the war of 1812; 

Also, from the petition of Jacob Rudolph. 

Which were severally laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HILLYER, from the Committee on Pri- 
| vate Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
| Lewis Benedict; which was read a first and second 
|| time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
|| Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
|| Also, a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of John Erwin, deceased; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
| Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, a bill to confirm the title of Ruhania 
Whittaker and Rebecca Whittaker, to certain 
|| lands in the State of Louisiana; which was read 
| a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 
|| On motion by Mr. HILLYER, the Committee 
|| on Private Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of petitions in the following 
cases: C. G. Gunter; Edward Giddings; Gaston 
Turner Raoul, and Nathaniel Ewing, assignee of 
| the interest of H. Richard; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENN. I demand the regular order of 
business. | have been trying for half an hour to 
‘|| make a report of a private bill, but have been 
unable to do so, and I now call for the regular 
order of business, and will not give way to any- 
body. 


SAMUEL A. BELDEN AND COMPANY. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is upon the passage of the bill for the relief of 
Samuel A. Belden & Co. 
|| Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 5 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remark, in 
reference to the motion made by the gentleman 
| from Maryland [Mr. Hamitton] yesterday, that 
it is not in order to refer or commit the bill, it 

having been engrossed at the time the gentleman 
submitted his proposition. ; 

_ The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 59; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Bell, 
| Bennett, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chan dier, Chase, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas 
'| Davis, Dick, Dunbar, Eastman, Thomas D. Eliot, Ether- 
|| idge, Everhart, Farley, Fenton, Franklin, Goodrich, Good - 
win, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, Hiester, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, McDougall, 


| 











| 
| 





|| McNair, Matteson, Maxwell, Mayall, Meacham, Middle- 
|| swarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Pennington, John Perkins, Pratt, Pringle, 
Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, 5a- 


| 





|| bin, Sage, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
fl. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor. Teller, 
Thurston, Upham, Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. Washburne, 


1856. 
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55. 


ferael Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—86. 

\ A\5—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey. Barksdale, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, Chas- 
ran, Consman, Clark. Cobb, Curtis, John G. Davis. Daw- 
con. Eddy, Edgerton, Edmandson, Ellison, Gamble, Goode, 
Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hillyer, Houston, Dan- 
ie! T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kitt- 
redge, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, McQueen, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Packer, Phelps, Powell, Ready, Ruffin, 
Russell, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. 
Smith. George W. Smyth, John J. Tavlor, Tracy, Vansant, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—59. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the vote | 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion || 


to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BOYCE, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back Senate bill (No. 224) for the relief 
of Isaac Swain, without amendment; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, of Ohio. I am instructed by 
the Committee of Claims to report a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of William Monohan. 
vides for the payment of $36 50, which was 
awarded him about twenty years ago. | ask that 
the resolution be now put upon its passage. 


The resolution was then ordered toa third read- || 


ing; and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed 
Mr. 
sentof the House to submit a resolution, which 
would have been offered some time ago, but for 
the reason that the paper has been lost, and has 
just been found. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 
of business, 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
ence to Elenry Dyer, and | hope the gentleman 
will not object, as the papers upon which the res- 
olution is founded have been lost for two years. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. 
the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. HARLAN, of Ohio, it was 


Ordered, 


Jobu P. Norton, and that the same be laid on the table. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on | 


Invalid Pensious, reported a bill for the relief of 
Charles Conner; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Henry Smalley, of Troy, New York; of the petition of 
Thomas Cardivell; of sundry memorials, asking that aid 
my be furnished for the rescue of Dr. E. K. Kane; of the 
memorials of the Boardof Trade of Philadelphia im favor 
of appropriations for a light-house on Cape Race, and the 


conipletion of the works of the Delaware river and bay; | 


of the petition of steamboat owners and others, for a mod- 
ification of the law relative to the clearance of vesseis en- 
gaged in the coastwise trade ; of the memorial of merchants, 
ship-owners, pilots, &c., of Philadelphia, for a light-house 
on Tinicum Island; of the petition of William Hooper; 
of the petition of Miles Castin; and of the petition of citi- 
zens of Galveston, Texas, relative to the superintendence 
of the pier lights in that harbor. 

Ordered, That the said petutions and memorials be laid 
on the table. 


Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Wil- 
lis Pennefiel, of Indiana, made a report thereon, 
accompanied by a bill (No. 725) for his relief; 
which bill was read a first and second time, com- 


mitted to a Committee of the Whole House, made | 


the order of the day for to-morrow, and the bill 
and report ordered to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. HIESTER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the following bill 
and petitions: 


8. 359. An act granting bounty land to Elizabeth Sum- 


mers, widow of Cornelius Summers, a soldier of the late | 


war with Great Britain. 


The petition of Sytvanus L. Henderson ; the petition of || 
Eunice Fairbanks, widow of Elisha Howard ; the petition of || 


Jobvn Barrett; and the petition of citizens of White county, 
Arkansas, in behalf of ugh Reed ; and that the same be 


laid on the table. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to which 


THE CONGR 








Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sempson W. Harris, Wiley P. | 


It pro- | 


ETHERIDGE. [ ask the unanimous con- | 


I call for the regular order | 


It is a resolution in refer- | 


I insist upon the regular | 


Reports are in order from | 


That the Committee on Commerce be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of | 
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| 


R. 726) for his relief; which bill was read a first 
and second time, committed toa Committee of the 


morrow, and the bill and report ordered to be 
printed. 

_ On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the following joint 


Whole House, made the order of the day for to- | 


resolution, resolutions, and petitions ; and that the same be | 


| laid on the table: 


| mode of election of President and Vice President of the 
| United States. 

Resolutions of inquiry in regard to the expediency of di- 
|| viding the State of lowa into two judicial districts ; and in 
regard to the expediency ¢f dividing Texas into two judicial 
districts; the peutuons of G. B. Lamar, of New York; of 
Abelard Guthrie ; of J. B. Woodfin ; of Joseph Mahan, and 


citizens of O-wego county, New York, ana Fulton county, 
Jibnois, in favor of the arbitration of national difficulties ; 
and the memorial of the Legi-laiure of the State of Wiscon- 
sin, relative to the jurisdiction of the United States district 
court of Wisconsin. 
On motion by Mr. EDDY, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be dischaiged trom the furiher consideration of the petition 
of Peter Barnhart, and that the same be referred wo the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
Mr. EDDY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
' tionary Claims, to which were referred the peti- 
tions of Clement Sewall. and of the heirs of Cap- 
| tain Frederick Schoonmaker, made adverse reports 
thereon; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


On motion by Mr. CROCKER, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petu- 
tiuns of the heirs of William Curry, deceased ; of John T. 
flargrave, 2ud of the other heirs of Airxander Rose, de- 
ceased; and of Jchn W. Welden, administrator of St. phen 
C. Graham, deceased ; and that the same be laid upou the 

| table. 


Mr. HILLYER. I move that the House re- 
| solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. ORR. I hope not now. 


ll. R. No. 2. A joint resolution proposing an amendment | 
to the Constituuon of the United States in regard to the | 


ot Enoch Honeywell; the opinion of the supreme court of | 
Rhode Island in the case of T. W. Lorr; the petitions of | 


BE. 


—————————— ae? i 


was referred the petition of Joseph Kerr, of Iowa, | 
made a report thereon, accompanied by a bil! (H. 
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On motion by Mr. GREENWOOD, ie wee 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of the 
petition and papers of Richard Cottril, of Alabama, from 


the files of the House, and that they be referred ww the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. MAXWELL, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 437) 
for the relief of John Shaw; which was referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a joint resolution that 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury 
pay to Joel Henry Dyer, who was a private in 
Captain Alexander Baler’s company of Tennessee 
volunteers in the Seminole war, the sun of 
$820 43, in full satisfaction for the services of said 
Joel Henry Dyer as judge-advocate in the regi- 
ment in said war commanded by Colonel Alex- 
ander B. Bradford, less the amount which has been 
paid said Dyer for his s-rvices as a private in said 
company; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred ts a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 





| Foreign Affairs, reported back Senate bill (No. 


430) for the relief of Henry S. Sanford; which was 
referred toa Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I beg the indul- 
gence of the House to say that the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs are of opinion it is best to sub- , 
mit no report at this time upon the resolution 
calling for information in regard to the Ostend con- 
ference, which was referred to them, inasmuch as 


|| the matters supposed to have been before it are 


| reports to be made, and I trust the gentleman | 


of the House which he has enjoyed himself. 
Mr. EDGERTON. 1 would suggest to the 
gentleman from Georgia that, this being objection 


we can act upon them. 


Mr. HILLYER. I would inquire of the Chair 


will extend the same courtesy to other memLecs 


day, we had better receive reports of biils, so that | 


still pending. 

On motion by Mr. INGERSOLL, the Commit- 
tee on Ioreign Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitionof G. W. Pen- 


| fieid, the owner of the Stanton life-boat and Nau- 


| if the bills now reported will be placed upon the | 


Private Calendar, and be acted upon to-day ? 
The SPEAKER. 
to-day. 
Mr. HILLYER. If not printed ? 
Mr. EDGERLON. They can. 
Mr. HiLLYER. Then i withdraw my mo- 


tion. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the peti- 


tion of Caroline Fierer, the sole re-iduary legatee | 
ot Charles Fierer, deceased, madea report thereon, | 


accompanied by a bill (No. 727) for his relief; 


| bill and report ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. ORR, from the Committee on Indian Af- 
| fairs, to which was referred the bill of the Senate 
| (No. 461) entitled ** An act for the relief of the 
|| Office of Indian Affairs,’’ reported the same with 
an amendment to the title, accompanied by a 
repor, in writing, thereon. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the Committee 


| 
| 
i} 
j 


| morrow, and the bill and report be printed. 


On motion by Mr. ORR, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 


| 
| 
| 


|| the Legislanve Assembly of Washing on Territory relative 
to the extension of the Ludian titles to land east ot the Cas- 


cade mountains, and that the same be laid upon the table. 


Mr. GREENWOOD, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back, with an amendment, 
Senate bill (No. 315) for the relief of Israel 


| 


| 


report, ordered to be printed. 


ebarged from the further consideration of the memoria! of 


They can be acted upon | 
|| lutionary Claims, reported adversely on the fol- 


which bill was read a first and second time, com- | 
| muted to a Committee of the Whole House, | 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and the | 


of the Whole House, made the order of the day for w- | 


tilus life preserver; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. ZOLLICOFFER, the Com- 


|| mittee on Naval Affairs was discharged from the 
There are other 


further consideration of the memorial of James 
McCormick, assignee of Robert A. Parker; which 
was laid upon the table. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. To my surprise, 
Mr. Speaker, my friend from Louisiana, (Mr. 
Perkins,] my colleague on the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, thinks that I have mistaken the 
views of that committee on the subject of the 
Ostend conference. I shall again report on the 
subject the next time the committee is called. 


Mr. SHOWER, from the Committee on Revo- 


| lowing petitions; which were laid upon the table: 

Petition of Allen Mead, Walter Mear, and 

| Henry Ann Griffen, asking compensation for losses 

sustained by John Mead during the war of the 

tevolution; and petition of the heirs of William 
W. Wilson. 

Mr. MIDDLESWARTH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported back Senate 
bill (No. 392) granting an increase of pension to 
Mrs. Frances Smith, of South Carolina; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported back 
Senate bill (No. 131) for the relief of the heirs of 
Judith Worthen, deceased; which was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. alsv, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the following petitions; 


| which were laid upon the table: 


Johnson; which was referred to a Committee of || 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | tionary Pensions, reported adversely on the fol- 


| Petition of Mathew Vandiver, for increase of 
pension as a revolutionary soldier. 
| Petition of Aris Ennis, of Newport, Rhode 
Island, for back pension. : 
Petition of John C. Finckel, only surviving son 
|of Dr. Philip M. Finckel, assistant surgeon, for 
compensation for services in the war of the Revo- 
lution. 
Petition of the heirs of Peter Guise for compen- 
sation for revolutionary services. 


Mr. ROWE, from the Committee on Revolu- 


| lowing petitions; which were laid upon the table: 
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Petition of 


John Cotton, for five years’ full pay for the ser- | will withdraw the motion. 


vices of their ancestor. 
Petition of Tabitha Lester, for a pension. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported adversely on the 
petition of the heirs of Samuel Tibbald, for com- 
pensation for revolutionary services; which was 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported adversely on the fol- 
lowing petitions; which were laid upon the table, 
and the report accompanying the latter one or- 
dered to be printed. 

Petition of James Simmons, of Green county, 
Tennessee, praying to be allowed back pension. 

Petition of F. A. Heisely, a soldier of the war 
of 1812, for pension from 1814 to 1844. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON, from the Committee on 
Expenditures on Public Luildings, reported a bill 
for the relief of Joseph C. G. Kennedy; which 
was read a first and second time by its title; re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. HUGHES, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, reported a bill to confirm to 
certain persons therein named their titles to cer- | 
tain lands in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I now movethatthe House | 
resolve itself intoa Committee of the Whole House |, 
on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Arethere notsome | 
bills upon the Speaker’s table that are not disposed 
of? 

The SPEAKER. There are some four or five 
private bills upon the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to these 
bills being put upon their passage without having || 
been referred to standing committees. 

The SPEAKER. They are the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. JONES. This is objection day, is it not ? 

The SPEAKER. It is; but objections only | 
apply in committee, not in the House. 

Mr. JONES. I have no objection to these bills | 
being taken up and referred; but 1 object to their | 
being put upon their passage. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. . | 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I ask the consent of 
the House to withdraw from the files of the House || 
the petition and papers in the case of Robert Gra- || 
ham, for the purpose of having them presented in 





the Senate. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I would inquire whether || 
there is not a bill pending in the House in relation || 
to this case? || 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that || 
a bill for the relief of Robert Graham is upon the 
Calendar in Committee of the Whole. |] 
Mr. EDGERTON. I hope, then, that leave | 
will not be granted. | 
The SPEAKER. They eannot be withdrawn, || 
except by unanimous consent. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 1 cbject. The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
Mr. LANE. Is a simple objection sufficient to || cause a land warrant for one hundred and sixty | 
prevent these papers from being withdrawn? || acres of land to be issued to Edmund Berger, or | 


The SPEAKER. At this stage of the proceed- || 
ings it is not in order to make the motion, except 
by unanimous consent; and a simple objection is || 
sufficient to prevent the withdrawal. 

Mr. LANE. I think it a rather hard case that | 
the objection of a single member should prevent 
their being withdrawn. | 

The SPEAKER. Under the circumstances, it || 
is, nevertheless, sufficient to prevent their being || 
withdrawn. 

Mr.EDGERTON. I move that the House || 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole || 
House. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I insist upon taking 
up the bills upon the Speaker’s table. The Chair 
has decided that to be the regular order of busi- | 
ness. 

The SPEAKER. That is the regular order of 
business; but it is competent for the gentleman to | 
move to go into a Committee of the Whole House, | 

and that motion will take precedence. 





to put it upon its passage? 
| object, and insist upon the motion to go intoa 
| Committee of the Whole House. I have no objec- 


Mr. EDGERTON. 


understanding that no motion to reconsider shall 
be entertained. 
Mr. SMITH. 
[ am particularly anxious to dispose of. 
Mr. HILLYER. Doesthe gentleman propose 
If he does, I shall 


tion to all these bills being taken up and referred. 

Mr. SMITH. There is a single bill upon the 
Speaker’s table that I am desirous should be taken 
up and referred to a Committee of the Whole 


|| House, that it may take its place upon the Pri- 
| vate Calendar. 
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February 2, 
the heirs and legal representatives of | Mr. SMITH. Well, sir, 1 hope the gentleman 


| reached the parties at all; they went into the dead 
| letter office in the Post Office Department. 


I have no objection to || 
these bills being taken up and referred, with the || 


There is only a single bill that | 


it 
} 


|| Berger is the assignee of the 


| 


Mr. EDGERTON. Does the gentleman pro | 


pose that the bill shall be placed upon the Private 
Calendar without having first been referred to a 
standing committee? 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Then I object, and insist 


Whole House. 
Mr. SMITH. 


referred to a standing committee. 

Mr. EDGERTON. With that understanding 
i have no objection to all the bills being taken up 
and referred. 


REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 


There being no objection, the private bills from | 
the Senate, upon the Speaker’s table, were sev- | 


erally taken up, read a first and second time by 
their respective titles, and referred to the appro- 
riate standing committees. The titles are as fol- 
ows: 


A bill for the relief of Ephraim Hunt. Referred || 


to the Committee of Claims. 


A bill for the relief of Mary Phelps, widow of | 
the Rev. Chever Phelps, deceased. Referred to | 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Dodson. Referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of James Hodges Gale. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. ~ 

A bill for the relief of Samuel A. Belden & Co. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that that bill be 
laid upon the table. We have just passed a bill 
upon the same subject. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The question then recurred upon the motion to | 
go into a Committee of the Whole House, and be- | 


ing taken, the motion was agreed to. , ; 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


| upon my motion to go into a Committee of the || 


Well, sir, if it will remove the | 


| gentleman’s objection, [ will consent to have it || revolutionary war, of five years’ full pay, that 





Committee of the Whole House (Mr. Puetps in | 


the chair) and proceeded with the consideration 
of the Private Calendar. This being ‘‘ objection 
day,’’ the reading of the Calendar was resumed 


| where it was suspended on the last objection day, 


and such bills as were objected to were passed 
over informally. 

House bill (No. 528) for the relief of Edmund 
Berger. 

The bill and report were read. 


his personal representatives, as assignee of Louis 
Felden, in lieu of one heretofore issued to said 
Felden on the 12th of October, 1848; and upon 
satisfactory proof being made to the said Secre- 
tary thatsaid Berger is equitably entitled toa land 


warrant for one hundred and sixty acres, issued to | 
Frederick Watzinger (or Walzinger) as assignee | 


thereof, and that a patent has issued thereon under 
any false or forged assignment, that the said Sec- 


| retary of the Interior shall cause another land 


warrant for the same quantity of land to be issued 
to Edmund Berger. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I could not un- 


‘derstand from that report whether this bill is | 
| introduced with the knowledge, and at the request, 

of the original claimants of these warrants— || 
| whether the warrants had ever been in their hands | 


or not. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. The warrants were never in 
the hands of the original patentees, but this bill is 
introduced by their consent. The warrants never 


| 


| Mr. BRIDGES. 


Mr. JONES. Then this bill proposes to trang. 
fer the warrants to Berger at the request of the 
original owners. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. It is to give the original 

arties a legal title to the warrants. 

Mr. JONES. I should like to hear the bill reag 
| again. 

The Clerk again reported the bill. 

| Mr.EDGERTON. As I understand it, Mr, 
; rties originally 
| entitled to the warrants. He became assignee 
| previous to the issue of the warrants, and conge- 
quently the transaction was illegal. No assign. 
ment made by soldiers previous to the issue of the 
warrants is valid. There is no legal claim what. 
ever. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object 
| to the bill? 
| Mr. EDGERTON. I do. 


House bill (No. 537) for the relief of the heirs 
and legal representatives of Captain Presley 
| Thornton, deceased. 

The bill directs the payment to the children of 
Presley Thornton, late a captain in the Conti- 
nental line of the army of the United States in the 


being the commutation of half pay for life prom- 
ised by the resolves of Congress to such as should 
serve to the end of the war, with interest thereon 
from 29:h January, 1836. 

The report was read. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [ object to that bill. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. I hope my friend 
from Indiana will withdraw that objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the per- 
mission of the committee, I will state that I have 
had occasion to examine different applications for 
commutation, and I have yet to find the first one 
in which there is any justice. In all that [ have 
| looked into, either the parties had been paid, or 
_ entitled to nothing. I therefore object to the 

ill. 


House bill (No. 541) for the relief of Esther 
Lovejoy. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Esther Lovejoy, widow of 
Samuel Lovejoy, on the list of revolutionary pen- 
sioners, and pay her the sum of eight dollars per 
month, commencing the first day of January, 
1854, and to continue during her natural life. 

The report was read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not wish to 
object to that bill; but I wish to state that, if the 
claimant had been able to prove that her husband 
served six months, then, under the law, she would 
have been entitled to twenty dollarsa year. This 
| bill would give her ninety-six dollars a year when 
| she failed to prove that her husband served six 
months. It appears from the report that his ser- 
vice lacked three days of that time. I am perfectly 
willing to place her in the position she would have 
occupied if her husband had served six months. 
If the bill is made to conform to the general law 
| covering such cases, I have no objection to its 
| passage. 

Mr. DUNHAM. [I object to that bill. There 
are a great many cases in which the parties only 
lacked a few days of the six months’ service, and 
the same rule should be applied to them all. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, Of Illinois. Is this debate 
in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I object to it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. TI appeal to my colleague 
| to withdraw his objection. This is certainly a 
very righteous case. The service lacked only 
three days of the six months. Those-three oy 
prevent the claimant from getting relief at the 
| Pension Office. 
| Mr. DUNHAM. It makes no difference in the 
principle whether it lacked three days or thirty. 
There are a great many such cases. 

Is this debate in order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. The Chair un- 
| derstands that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Dunnam] insists on his objection. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ido. 
| House bill (No. 380) for the relief of Betsy 
Nash, returned from the Senate with an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. I object to that bill. 
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